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THE GAME IS ON... 

ltwas a minor, two-day county game between Dorset 
and Cheshire in 1988. The game was heading for a 
draw, as Cheshire needed 113 runs in 11 overs. They 
were 92 for six, with an unbeaten 7th wicket stand of 
43 runs. The batsmen were playing a defensive game 
to keep their wickets till the end and get a draw. It was 
thenthatthe Dorset captain Wi 9fi ield ad executed 


PF m» 


needed just 53 runs from TO overs! However, they lost 


by 18 runs with two overs remaining! 

Only a true leader would have taken this chance - a 
chance in the interest of cricket that could, very well, 
have been suicidal. The game of cricket has produced 
many such daring and enterprising leaders. Leader- 
01 1 ship, innovative tactics, courage, commitment, con- 
ta Manama ang centration, improvisation... No game, other than 
095, cricket, can develop and inspire so many sterling quali- 
ties in the sportsmen who play it. Cricket has the 

Tel 0522 2341876. widest variety of records, but the beauty of this great 
| game is that each of these records has an absorbing 

fanorama, Pioino.161, Story of lives and hearts behind it. 
1,MP.Nagar, Bhopal ^ Cricket fever has once again gripped the world as 
ucc teg E the ' World Cup Cricket 2007' is being played in the 
Caribbean. So, this issue of Tell Me Why explores the 
DUANE Ne 100. مس‎ fascinating world of cricket. This book includes ac- 
PThirvananthapuram - 695 001. Te: ۰ countsofthegame'seventful history and laws, cricket's 
CN Noon, ala unusual and distinct vocabulary, stories about its per- 
formers and their memorable moments etc. 

Yes, the game is on, and here's your chance to play 
FOO 
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What is seam bowling? 

The seam of a cricket bal 
the ridge formed by the ro 
of stitching that join the 
halves ofthe leather outer ca 


Seam bowling is a style 
bowling adopted by fast 
medium paced bowlers. It 
marked by the deviation oft 
ball off the wicket when t 
seam touches the groun 


stumps. This measures 22 yards 
(20.12 mts) and 10 feet (3.04mts) 
wide. 

Wicket is also something that 
the batting side tries to keep, and 
which the fielding 
side attempts to take. 
While the batsman is 
in, the wicket re- 
mains 'standing', and 
when he is out or dis- 


| Seam bowling has 
become very popu- 
lar nowadays, lead- 
ing to a decline in 


missed, the wicket 'falls' or is 
taken'. When ten ofits eleven 
wickets fall, a team is ‘all out’ 
and the 'innings' is com- 
pleted. 


slow bowling. The Bowling grips for outswinger and inswinger. 


demands of one-day 


cricket is one of the reasons for 
the rise in importance of seam 
bowling. 
What is swing bowling? 
_ The sideways movement 
* of the ball, while in flight, 
: which causes it to have a 
i curving, instead of a 
i straight route, is known as 


swing. When the ball is bowled 
with a swing, itis known as swing 
bowling. The swing occurs as a 
result of uneven distribution of 


pressure on the two sides of 
the ball as it passes through 
air. This can be attained by 
holding the ball with the seam 
towards the direction in which 
the bowler wants the ball to 
swing. When a bowler skillfully 
imparts a swing to the ball, 
batting becomes difficult. 


` The technique of swing - 
bowling wasusedintheearly 
19'^ century. But it was only 
by the end of that century 
that swing bowling was rec- 
ognized as a major develop- 
ment in the art of bowling. 


How all can a ball be ‘wide'? 

The law states that a wide, ora 
wide ball is a ball bowled 'so high 
over or so wide off the 


ie striker's body is a lé 
ye. This is apart from his ha 
holding the bat, when he is 
tempting either to hit the E 
with the bat, or to ave 
zx being hit by the ball. 
these two conditions û 
not met, that is, if the ump 
believes the batsman used | 
body on-purpose to deflect t 
ball, then he should call 'de 
ball' and noruns are allowed. A 
runs coming 25 160-0۷۶ are cre 
ited to the batting side as 'extr: 


wicket that it passes out of 
reach of the striker, stand- 
ing in anormal guard po- 
sition’. When a wide is 
bowled, the umpire calls 
'Wide' and signals to the 
scorers by extending both 
arms horizontally. A wide 
does not count as one of 
the six balls of the over. 
Onerunisgiventothe bat- 


The umpire signalling leg bye and wide 


ting side, unless the bats- 
men actually run more runs, or 
the ball goes to the boundary. In 
that case, any runs scored are 
credited to the extras as 
wides. 
What is a leg-bye? 

A run scored from a ball 
(which is not a wide or no- 


but not to the individual bat: 
man. The umpire signals a lec 
bye to the scorers by | ifting a lec 
and touching the knee with hi 
hand. 
How can a ball be called a no 
ball? 
Nob 


sa delivery judged bı 
e unfair. When 


signals to the scorer r by 
extending one arm hori- 
:zontally. 

A variety of decisive 
factors is used to ascer- 
tain whether a delivery 
is fair or not. The main 
ones are: 

1. the position of the 
bowler's foot when the 
| delivery is made - some 
part of the front foot, 


Signalling no-ball 


and World Cup ‘ 


whether in the air 

or grounded, must 
be behind the 'pop- 
ping crease' and the 
back foot must land in- 
side the line of the re- 
turn crease. 

2. The movement of the 
bowler'sarm-the bowler must 
not throw the ball, ie; he must not 
straighten the arm just before delivering 
the ball. 

3. The mode of delivery- the bowler has 
to inform the umpire how he intends to 
bowl-left orright-handed, over the wicket 
or round the wicket etc. Any change in the 
mode of delivery made without inform- 
ing the umpire is deemed as unfair. 

Some other factors also constitute to 
determine whether the delivery is fair, al- 
though these are not directly within the 
bowler's control. For instance, it is 
unfair when the wicket keeper 
is not completely behind the 
line of the stumps when the 
ballisbowledorinthe case 
vwhen the field setting 
rules are ignored. In all 
these situations, the ball 
will be considered unfair. 


are extras? 
Fx Extrasareruns scored 
—. by means other than when a 
batsman hits the ball. Extras are 
notcredited toany batsman, and 
are recorded by the scorer sepa- 
rately. The total number of runs 
for the innings is equal to the 
sumsofthe individual batsmen's 
scores plus the extras. There are 
four types of extras: no balls, 
wides, byes, and leg byes. 


In about 1800, a cricket 
match on horseback was 
played! Sir Horrace Mann, a 
great patron of Kent cricket 
was the organiser. Bats for 
horse cricket were specially 
made with long handles. 


What 


If the striker misses a ball an 
the wicket keeper fails to gathe 
it cleanly, the batsmen may tak 
runs. These runs are called bye 
and are scored as extras. If th 
striker, in attempting to play 
shot, deflects the ball with partc 
his body, the batsmen may al 
tempttotakearun.Such runsar 
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. The bowler's approach to 
the wicket prior to his deliv- 
ery is called run-up. 


called leg byes. If the striker did 
not attempt to play a shot with 
his bat, leg byes may notbetaken. 
The umpire adjudicates by sig- 
naling a dead ball ifthe batsmen 
attempt to run when, in his opin- 
ion, noattempt was madeto play 
a shot. Batsmen may be run out 
as usual while running byes and 
leg byes. If, while running either 
form of bye, the ball reaches the 
boundary, four byes (of the ap- 
propriate type) are scored. 


Whyis'no-score' 
called 'duck'? 

A batsman's no- 
score is called a 
duck because of 
the resemblance 


Cricket ang N 


between a duck's egg, and the 
figure of '0' in the scorebook! 
Scoring nothing would naturally 
be something of an embarrass- 
ment to a batsman: so 'duck 
would be a humorous term that 
was coined to avoid that embar- 
rassment. The earliest recorded 
usage of 'duck is in 1863. 


What is a short run? 
It occurs when one or both the 
batsmen fail to complete the run 
properly by grounding the bat or 
a part of the body over the pop- 


ping crease beforeturningtotake 


another run. Here, once the b. 
isdead,theumpirecalls'onesho 
and signals to the scorers not: 
credit the run to the batsma 
though they do not cross back 

How did the bowling actic 
develop? 

The growth of cricket has bee 
decided to a large extent by d 
velopments in bowling, rath: 
than batting. In the earliest da 
of cricket, the ball was bowle 
along the ground with an unde 
hand delivery. The last part of tł 
18" century saw improvemen 
in bowling techniques that rev: 
lutionized the game. It was du 


eer of this oi 
0 John Willes. In spite of initial pro- 

tests from ex-players and at- 
tempts to bring laws against it, 
this style became very popular. 


ing this period that the ‘length 
ball' was perfected. The length 
ball, is a well-pitched ball that 
bounced only once before reach- 
ing the striker. Hambledon player 
| David Harris was its biggest pro- 
moter.Harris'stechnique of bowl- 
ing demanded changes in bat- 
ting techniques and cricket slowly 


What is 'roundarm' bowl- 

_ ing? 

_ Roundarmisastyle of bowl- 
ing in which the ball is deliv- 
ered with the hand not above 
shoulder height, but above 
the normal elbow height. 
Roundarm action was com- 
monly used between 1835 
and 1864. This was super- 
seded in 1864 by the 


became a defensive game as well. 

` The next major change was the 
introduction of 'round arm' or 
reign arm' bowling, in which 


۰ 


with i the arm 


In 1835, a law was passed that 
allowed the bowler's hand to be 
raised as high as the shoulder. 
However it was clear that the 
straightarm delivery would be 
more effective if the arm was 
raised above the level of the 
shoulder. Thus it was only a mat- 
ter of time before the transition 
to the modern- style overarm 
delivery to take place. 


legalisation of overarm bowl- 
ing. 
Lasith Malinga of Sri Lanka 
has a roundarm action 


When: | did 'sp 
ing' begin? . - 
A spin bowler ap- 
plies a spin to the ball 
by the movement 
of fingers, or 
wrist, at the 
moment of 4 
delivery. 
Althoug h 
bowlers of any pace can put a 
spin on the ball, the term is nor- 
mally used to describe the tech- 
nique of the slower bowlers. Spin 
bowling was already in use inthe 
days of underarm bowling. Until 
thelate 18" century, bowlers who 
spun the ball, generally made it 
turn from leg to off. Around 
1780, when a bowler named 
Lamborn mastered the art of 
spinning the ball the other way, 
his opponents had a tough time. 
Half a century later, when over- 
arm bowling came into vogue, 
off-spin became the norm. How- 
everin recent days, spin bowling 


999 


has declined in importance 
variety of reasons. | 

What is a top spin? 

This is a type of wrist spin, 
which the direction given to th 

ballis the same as the directio 
in which the ball is travelin 
This makes it 'hurry' off th 
wicket after pitching. There 

a considerable increase i 
speed, but there is very little de 
viation. 

What is a chinaman? 

A chinaman is not a persoi 
but rather a ball bowled by a lef 
arm wrist-spin bowlerthat break 


ioffside of a righthand batsman 
who is facing the ball. This ball is 
‘called a leg break. Googly is 
turned in the opposite direction. 
That is, Googly is a ball bowled by 
aright-arm wrist-spin bowler that 
breaks from offto leg. The googly 
is associated with the name of 


from leg to off when bowled to a 
right-handed batsman. 

The term is supposed to have 
been named after Ellis Achong,a 
Trinidadian left-arm bowler of 
Chinese descent who played 
six tests for the West Indies 
between 1929 and 1933. 
The story goes that 
Walter Robins, „= 
when stumped 
off |^ Achong's 
bowling, turned to Learie 
Constantine and thun- 
dered, 'Fancy getting out 
to a chinaman! 

_ Whatis a flipper? 
A Ipper is. relati 


SN eee 


to have used it first 
in 1900. Although 
earlier players may 
have used the technique, it was 
Bosanquet who gave perfection 
to the delivery and used it regu- 
larly. As to how this word came 
into being, the explanation is that 
the googly was a ball that baffled 
the batsman and made him 
'goggle' or ‘google’. 


| 
| 
| 
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It is produced by grip- 
ping the ball mainly 
with the tips of the first 
and third fingers, 
and squeezing, 

or ‘flipping’ it 

out, so that it 
emerges from 
the back of the hand 
with some amount of 
top spin on it. If this 
has been effectively 
performed, it will hurry 
through without devia- 
tion, gaining pace as it 
pitches, and keeping low. 


۱ e. co 0 scc) DRE 

Muttiah Muralitharan- one 
ofthe greatest spin bowlers 
of all time 


Why is a 
۱۷۵۲۱۵۲ called so? 

A yorker is a straight ball 
that passes underneath the 
striker's bat, especially by pitch- 
ing right up to, or just inside the 
popping crease. It is usually 
meant to trick the batsman, who 
may misjudge the ball's length 
and play it either as a half volley 
or full toss. Thus it is possible for 
a batsman to be yorked, even if 
heisafewyardsoutofhis ground, 
so long as, in failing to read the 


fee 
eee 
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ball's length cor- > 
rectly, he allows it to pass 
underneath the bat. 

A simple explanation of th 


origin of this type of delivery is- 


thatit originated in) 
a more convincin 
lies in the meanin 
the slang or colloquial usage, 

york or 'put Yorkshire’ on some- 
onemeantto trick, cheatorover- 
reach a person' or 'to deceive a 


Why is a. ‘Popping crease' 
called so? 

g The popping crease is 

line which is 4 feet in 

front of the 

stumps 


person'. Some connection seer 
to lie inthe meaning of'yarker' 
yerker', which according to tl 
English Dialect Dictionary 
‘something that jerks . 
wrenches'.So perhaps it couldd 
note a ball that goes under 

the bat and | 
wrenches V / 
the stumps N 
out of the 
ground. Thus, At 
whilethereisno — 
certainty of 


MS 
al 


of trickery that is necessary for 
successful yorker. 


€ 


and marks the limit of the 
batsman’s ground. At the early 
stages of playing cricket, a hole 
was cut in the ground large 
enough to contain the ball and 
butt-end of the bat. When taking 
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4 run, the batsman was required to put 
his bat into the hole. To run a batsman 
out, the wicket keeper used to put the 


ball into the /— 


hole. This prac- 
tice of popping 
the bat in the 
hole inorder to 
complete a run 
led to many in- 


juries.Thepop- ==" 
ping crease got South African bowler Alan Donald 
its name from SE 
this popping hole. 


Why do a batsman take'guard' be- 
fore facing his first ball? 

Guard is the position adopted by the 
batsman in which the bat is held up- 
right in front of the wicket, inside the 
popping crease. The batsman usually 
takes guard at the beginning of an in- 


nings, or after a change in the bowler's 
point of delivery. He asks theumpire to 
indicate the line from where he is stand- 
ing to a stated point on the batsman's 


if 


wicket. He then marks this 
position with a blockhole. 
This helps him to assess the 
ball's line of flight and to 
ascertain his own position 
in relation to the wicket. 


atted heave a 
an to a ball pitching on 
mp and playing the ball 


dary. The batsman —— — L^ 
in on one knee "A 


But a 'sweeper' in cricket 

iever one who sweeps tl 

ground! Heisinfact,adeep field 
who covers a large area close 
the boundary. This term is be 
rowed from soccer, in which tl 
player 'sweeps' the whole ar 
behind the backs for creating : 
extra line of defence. 

What are slips? 

Slip is a fielding position a 
jacent to the wicket keepe 
. Sometimes, there are fo 
slips, the first being neare 
to the keeper. 

Is there a 'gully' and 
‘point’ ina cricket grounc 
- Gullyisafielding position a 
acent to slips. Point is on tk 
‘offside’, and is five or six yarc 
. from the batsman. Backwar 
point is slightly behind th 
M he offside. Similar 
'de ۲ is farther from th 
batsman, and 'silly point' is clos 


Brian Lara 
plays a 
sweep shot. 


A sweep is a batting stroke in 

which the ball is struck into the ^ 
area between the square leg and ور‎ 
long leg with a long sweeping A 
movement of a horizontal bat. 
While executing this stroke, the 
batsman assumes a half- kneel- 
ing position by advancing the 
front foot down the wicket and 
bending the other leg. 


7 What i 


Chinese cut is 
 thename given to 
thebatting stroke 
thatismadeunin- 
:tentionally by the 
batsman. This 
happens when 
‘the batsman play 
ing an attacking 
shot, fails to read 
 thelineofthe ball, 


-and deflects it off 


the inside edge of 
the bat. 


How did the fielding positions get their 
interesting names? 

Although the fielding positions sound 
strange, itis alogical and highly flexible code 
that helps to describe with considerable ac- 
curacy any position occupied by a fielder 
covering the entire field. It consists of two 
distinct elements. The first element com- 
prises of a set of basic markers which are 
related with the area and direction with re- 
spect to the batsman. Square and fine, back- 
ward and forward, wide and straight, deep 
and short are examples of this. The second 
element is a finite set of elements which 
denote precise positions in the field. These 
names have been evolved in an ad hoc way 
over the years, and seems to lack any logic. 
Slips, cover, gully, mid-wicket etc. can be 
classified into this group. Combining both 
elements, we are able to pin-point to any 
particular part ofthe ground. 

y Australi 
Lu 


The term 
‘silly’ is nor- 
mally used in 
combination 
with other 
fielding positionsto in- 
dicate a modified posi- 

tion. The fielding posi- 
tions with which itis used 
are point, mid-off and mid- 
on, which are considerably 
farther from the striker. But as- 
sociated with 'silly' it denotes a 
position which is closer to the Fielding positions 

striker. Simply said, the term re-  ——— ~ . M 
fers to the 'silliness' or stupidity meant 'defenceless'- so in tha 
of exposing oneself to such dan- sense too, the usage is appropri 
ger. In olden English, رانک‎ also ate. 


A sight screen is a large white or 

| black movable structure, usually 

| made of wood or canvas. It is placed 

| close to and outside the boundary 
| directly behind either of the wick- 

ets. The purpose of the screen is to 

help the batsman by improving the 

e of the bowled ball. 


Tell Me Wh) 


What is a dead ball? 

There are several situations 
when a ball is 'dead'- when it is 
automatically 'dead',and when 
the umpire has to call 'dead ball’. 

The situations when a ball 
automatically becomes dead 
are when: 

1. The ballis ‘finally’ settled in 
the hands of the wicket-keeper 
or the bowler. 

2. It goes for four or six. 

3. It lodges in the batsman's 
pads or clothes or the clothes 
of the umpire, or in a fielder's 
helmet. 

4. A batsman is out. 

5. A lost ball is called. 

6. The ball is fielded illegally 

7. There is the call of'over or 
‘time’. 

The situations when the um- 
pires should call ‘dead ball’ are 
when: 

1. There are cases of unfair 
play and serious injury. 


2. The batsman is not rea 
to take strike. 

3. The bail falls from the 
striker's wicket before the ball 
arrives. 

4. The bowler drops the ball 
before delivery, or does not let 
it go for some reason. 

5.The umpire goes to consult 
his colleague. 

6. The umpire disallows leg- 
byes. 


dy 
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known as the supersub. The first supersub 
was Vikram Solanki, named as a supersub for 
Simon Jones at Headingley on 7 July 2005. 
However, as Solanki replaced Jones after 
England had bowled, and England only lost 
one wicket in chasing down Australia's tar- 
get, Solanki did not get to play any partin the 
game. The ICC cancelled the experiment in 
February 2006. : 


This refers to the occurrence of a batsman, 
walking off the pitch, knowing or believing 
that he is out, rather than wait- 
. ing for an umpire to give 
|. him out (giving up the 
chance that the umpire 
may give the benefit of 
the doubt regarding a 
dismissal if he is not cer- 
tain that the bats- 
man is out). Walk- 

ing is generally 
considered to 
be sporting 
behaviour, 


international rules 
introduced in July 
2005, the twelfth 
man may be substi- 
tuted for any player; 
with the substitute 
able to take over 

the substituted 
player's batting 
and bowling du- 


ties. A twelfth but is be- 
man used as a = coming in- 
substitute in سا‎ creasingly 


this way is d rare in in- 
Adam dae 
A بات بت‎ a 
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ternational cricket. Adam Gilchrist 
of Australia has declared himself 
a “walker”. 

What is reverse swing? 

When the ball becomes very 
old- around 40 or more oversold, 
itcan begin to swing towards the 
polished side, rather than the 
rough side. This is known as re- 
verse swing. Reverse swing is dif- 
ficultto achieve consistently, as it 
relies on uneven wear ofthe ball, 
tends to occur mostly in hot, dry 
weather conditions, and requires 
bowling at high speed. Normal 
swing can be achieved at moder- 


Cricket and World Cup 


9 the bat! This term is visiten to have 
ted in the city-country games in Australia, 
ere the farmers normally had less technique, 
but ore Poer than their cm mos 


ate bowling speeds, but only the 


` Whati is an agricultural shot? 
. Anagricultural shot is a swing across the line of 
r he ball (resembling a d ee played 


fastest bowlers can regularly pro- 
duce reverse swing. Notable prac- 
titioners of reverse swing have 
mostly been Pakistani fast 
bowlers. Sarfraz Nawaz is gener- 
ally credited as the first bowler to 
have used reverse swing. He 
passed on his knowledge to the 
legendary bowler Imran Khan. 


Wasim Akram of Pakistan was a 
master of reverse swing. 


S 


the cricket bat? 

The bat shall not be more than 
38 in (96.5 cm) in length. The 
blade of the bat shall be made 
solely of wood, and shall not ex- 
ceed 4.25 inches (10.8cm) at the 
widest part. 

The blade may be covered with 
material for protection, strength- 


rial shall not exceed 1/16 
in/1.56 mm in thickness 
and shall not be likely to 
cause unacceptable 
damage to the 
ball. 

Umpires must 

seetoitthatthe size 
of the bat conforms 
to MISES gees ica. 


ening or repair. Such mate- 


be wider only if there is binding 
Then the extra 1/16 in allowe 
for that will mean an maximun 
of 4 and 3/8 inches. 

How big and heavy should : 
cricket ball be? 

When new, the ball shall weigt 
notlessthan 155.99 and not mor: 
than 163g. It cannot be large 
than 9inches (22.9cm) in circum 


These specifications are for 
men's cricket. In women's cricket, 
and in junior cricket measure- 
ments are different. 

What are different types of 
cricket balls? 

There are three major types of 
cricket balls. 1. Dukes- keep their 
shine longer. 2. Kookaburra- have 
a strong seam. 3. Indian cricket 
balls- which are very handy and 
last longer. 


What is a crease? 
Inthe sport of cricket, the crease 
is the area demarcated by white 
lines painted or chalked on the 
field of play. The term ‘crease’ is 
also used to refer to the lines 
themselves (but only the back 
۳9 « ot the line, i.e. the edge 

oth et atthat end, 


Pads 


ticularly the popping crease. Law 
9 of the Laws of Cricket governs 
the size and position of the crease 
markings. Four creases (one pop- 
ping crease, one bowling crease, 
and two return creases) are 
drawn at each end of the pitch, 
around the two sets of stumps. 
The batsmen generally play in, 
and run between the areas de- 
fined by the creases at each end 
of the pitch. 


Who is a ‘chucker'? 0 
bowler who does not de- 
er the ball in a legal man- 
. neris called a 'chucker'. 


three stumps, ane it extends 
feet each side of the stumps. So, 
the total lenght of the crease is 8 
feet 8 inches. The return creases 
are short lines at each end of the 
bowling crease. 

What should be the size of 
stumps and bails? 

The top of the stumps shall be 
28 inches or 71.1cms above the 
playing surface. It shall be dome 
shaped, except for the bail 
grooves. Apart from the domed 
top, the portion of the 

stump above the 
^ playing ground 
shall be cylin- 
drical, 


with the circular section of diam 
eter not less than3.49 cms anc 
not more than 3.81cms. 

Each bail shall conform to th: 
specifications as follows: 


Overall length 4 and 5/ 
inches or 10.95cms 

Length of barrel- 2 and 1/ 
inches or 5.40 cms 

Longer spigot 1 and 3/ 
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inches or 3.49 cms 
Shorter spigot- 
2.06 cms 


The bails, when in position on 


top of the stumps 


a) Shall not project more than 
1/2inch or 1.27cms above them. 
b) Shall fit between the stumps 


ounty cricket. The Warwick- 
aire batsman, Dennis Amiss, 
rganized the manufacture of 
Imets, and about 100 num- 
ers were sold to players at 29 
ounds each.. Earlier, Mike 
rearley had improvised his 
to be worn during bat- 
ng. He wore it under his cap! 


13/16inchor 


A covered pitch 


without forcing them out of the 
vertical. 

Why is it important to cover 
a cricket pitch? 

Covering the pitch affects how 
the ball will react when it bounces 
on it. For example, a ball bounc- 
ing on wet ground will react dif- 
ferently to one bouncing on hard 
ground. In general, a wet pitch 
will have an uneven bounce, a 
dry pitch won't. The laws stipu- 
late that the regulations on cov- 
ering the pitch shall be agreed in 
advance. Bowlers’ run-ups also 
need to be dry to reduce the 
chances that they will slip. The 
laws, therefore, require these to 
be covered wherever possible, 
especially when there is wet 
weather. 


The only law of cricket 


that has not had any changes or 
` modifications, is the length 


of the pitch. 


Why are metal bats 
not used in cricket? 
Using metal or any ma- 
terials other than wood is 
against the law of cricket. » 
Ever since a highly publi- 
cized marketing attempt 
by Dennis Lillie, who 
broughtoutanaluminum 
bat during an interna- 
tional game, the laws 
have provided that the blade of ered by a leather case with . 
slightly raised sewn seam. Th: 
covering is constructed of fou 
pieces of leather shaped simila 
to the peel of 2 ۷ 
orange, but one hemi 
sphere is rotated b 
.. 90 degrees with re 
_ Spect to the othei 


The remaining twe 
joins between the 


the bat must be made of wood leather pieces are left unstitched 


(and in practice, they ar | - 
p y are made 


from white willow wood). 
How are cricket balls made? 
Cricket balls are made from a 
core of cork, whichis layered with 
tightly wound string, and cov- 


s a 


a 
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Whatis the colour of a cricket 
| ball? 

. Cricket balls are traditionally 
dyed red, and red balls are used 
| in Test cricket and First-class 
cricket. White balls were intro- 
duced when one-day matches 
began being played at night un- 
der floodlights, as they are more 
visible at night. Many one-day 
matches are now played with 
white balls. Other colours have 
occasionally been experimented 
with, such as yellow and orange 
for improved night visibility, but 
the colouring process has so far 
rendered such balls unsuitable 
for professional play, because 
they wear differently to standard 
balls. 


Cricket and World Cup 


The white ball has been found to 
wing a lot more during the first half 

| ngsthanthe red ball.It also 
( eteriorates faster han the red ball. 


‘underthe supervision of the 
umpires, a coin is tossed t 

determine who bats first 
| & The tossing of the coil 
marks the official start o 


Why is a coin tossed 
before the match? 

In the sport of cricket, 
a coin is tossed to de- 
termine which team 
bats first. This is known 
as the toss. Before the 
play begins, the captain 
of each side will inspect 
the pitch. Based on the 


the match. If the matcl 
is abandoned at 0 
time after the toss, i 
stands as a matcl 
played, and enters offi 
cial statistical record: 
Ifamatchisabandone 
before the toss, itis no 
considered to hav 
been played at all, an: 
does not count fo 


pitch, records. The captai 
and who wins the toss get 
weather 


the option either t 
bat or bowl. The de 
cision to bat or bow 
first is of great tact 
cal importance, an: 

f thecaptain willhav 
J considered man 
variables before arri 
ing at his decision. Be 
ause of the different n: 
tures of the games, it | 
considerably more corr 
/ montobatsecondi in one 
day cricket than itis in Te: 
| cricket. 

_ Whatarethe commo 


YA 


conditions, the 
captains select 
theirfinaleleven play- 
ers.Ifthe pitch is soft or 
dusty, the captain will 
tend to select more spin 

bowlers. If the pitch is hard, 
the choice tends to favour 
fast bowlers atthe expense 
of spinners. Half an hour 
before the start of play, the 

two captains meet, and ex- 

,hange team selection 

&heets.Theselistthecom- f£ 
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Drive: An offensive shot played 
with the bat sweeping down 
through the vertical. The ball trav- 
els swiftly along the ground in 
front of the striker. A drive can be 
on drive, straight drive, off drive, 
or cover drive, depending in 
which direction it goes. 

Cut: A shot played with the bat 
closeto horizontal, which hitsthe 
ball somewhere in the arc be- 
tween cover and gully. 

Edge, or Glance: A shot played 


Rahul Dravid drives. 


off the bat at a glancing angle, 
‘through the slips area. 

Leg Glance: A shot played at a 
ylancing angle behind the legs, 


ction of © 
. the batsman. T 


Shots around the wicket 


Pull: A horizontal bat shot, 
which pulls the ball around the 
batsmanintothe squareleg area. 

Hook: Like a pull shot, but 
playedtoabouncerandintended 
to hit the ball high in the air over 
square leg -hopefully for six runs. 

Sweep: Like a pull shot, except 
played with the backmost knee 
on the ground, so as to hit balls 
which bounce low. 

Reverse Sweep: A sweep with 
the bat reversed, into the point 
area. 

Block: A defensive shot played 
with the bat vertical and angled 
down at the front, intended to 
stop the ball and drop it down 
quickly on to the pitch in front of 


man get outin a cricket match? 

Abatsmancan be declared out 
in any one of the following ten 
ways: 

1. Bowled 

2. Caught 

3. Run out 

4, Stumped 

5.Leg before wicket 
(Ibw.) 

6. Handled the ball 

7.Hit the ball twice 

8. Timed out 

9. Hit the wicket 

10. Obstructing the 

field 
9 The deci- 
sion as to 
whether a 


1 E 17 
3 
3 


Inhow many ways cana bats- 


3 1 at Eh S ae Ac o. n á Dus Tr Ld 
po MON ges 
wis 


batsman is out rests exclusively 
with the umpires to whom the 
fielding team must appeal. | 
given out, the umpire signals hi: 
decision by raising his index fin 
ger above his head. 

What is 'bowled"? 

Abatsman is bowled when the 
ball from the bowler hits th 
stumps and removes at least on: 
bail. If the ball hits the stump 
after hitting the bat, it is calle 
‘played on’. . 

What is ‘caught out? 

The batsman is caught out i 
the ball hit bya batsman is caugh 
by a fielder before it touches th 
ground. The catch is fair only | 
the ball is not a 'no ball’. If th 
catch is made outside the play 
ing area, the bat: 
man is not out. 

What is LBW c 
‘leg before wich 
et"? 

Asabbreviatede 
'|.b.w.' or ‘Ibw' th 
method of di: 
missal occurs whe 
any part of th 
batsman's perso 
apart from his han 
and forearm, is sitt 
ated between th 
two sets of ۲ 
and in the opinio 
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. wicket, but for the 

i batsman preventing it by 
" means of his per- 

son, UNLESS he did 

so whilst attempt- 

ing to play a stroke. 


oftheumpire prevents 
a ball, which either hits 
him in full, or pitched 
on a line between the 
two wickets, from hit- 
ting the stumps. Cur- 
rent rules state that a 
batsman can be given 
"Ibw' if the ball pitches 
on the offside of the 
stumps and 
would have 
hit the 


A batsman dives to avoid run out 


the wicket keeper is responsible 
for getting him out. 


PN a 


n a test match in Faislabad ir 
1997-98, Mushtaq Ahmed wa 
bowling to Pat Symcox. Symco; 
missed the ball, which went be 
tween the stumps knocking bacl 
middle stump. However, the hea 
had fused together the bails, an 
they did not fall. The middl 
stump bounced back into place 
Symcox went on to make 81 - hi 
second highest test score! 


ms ی‎ he 
If a batsman wilfully obstruct 
3 afielder by word or action he cat 
What is handling the ball? be given out. The bowler will no 
A batsman can be given out if be credited with the wicket. 
he picks up or deliberately What is hitting the wicket? 
touches the ball with his hand If the batsman dislodges th 
while it is in play. If a batsman is bail, either with his bat or his bod 
out in this way, his wicket is not part, inthe course of making th 
credited to the bowler. West stroke the batsman is given ou 
Indies batsman Desmond Haynes = — ٤ 
was given out for handling the 
ball in a test match against India timed out? 
at Bombay in 1983-84. Timed out is a method of 
. dismissal by which an incom- 
ing batsman may be given 
` outifhe takes more than two 
minutes to come in after a 
l wicket has fallen. 
«I^^ When a batsman gets 
~~ outinthis manner, the 
wicket is not credited 
to the bowler. 


all goes to the 
ocket ofa fielder? 
Yes! The batsman 
out if the ball is 
aught by a fielder 
vho hugs the ball 
D his body or if it 
pdges accidently in ۴ 
is clothing, or inae = ^ 
icket keeper's 


obstructing - 


st cricket? - 


+elmetworn byafielder, the bats- 
an is not out. In that 256 0 
all’ is called. 

The batsman is out if the ball is 
aught off any part of his person, 
or equipment, after hitting the 
at. The catch is fair if it is de- 
ected from the batsman's hel- 
met as long as the ball also 


Playing cricket on ice was com- 
mon in 19th century! Well-known 
cricketers of 19th century have 
particpated in ice matches. 


he and, or g 
below the wrist. 
Is the batsman 


out if the ball is 


caught in the 
pocket of the um- 
pire? 


No. Catches can 
— be made after the 
deflection off the non-striker, an 
umpire,or anotherfielderaslong 
as the ball has not touched a 
fielder's helmet. If the ball lodges 
in an umpire's clothing or in the 
clothing or equipment of either 
batman, 'dead ball' is called. 
When doesateam follow-on? 
In a match where teams have 
two innings each, when the side 
that bats second is dismissed 
cheaply, and have a large deficit 
on the first innings, they can be 
asked totake their secondinnings 
immediately. The team that bat- 
ted first reserves the right to bat 
again. When a side continues to 
play their second innings directly 
after their first in this way, it is 
said to be a ‘follow on’. 


What happens if the bats- 
man hits the ball to a helmet 
that has been put down 
somewhere on the ground? 

If the ball strikes a helmet, or 
any other piece of equipment 
that has been put down some- 
where on the ground as the 
play is in progress, five runs are 
added to the runs already 
scored, including the run in 
progress, if the batsmen have 
crossed. If the batsman has hit 
the ball, he is given runs, and 
whatever runs have been made 
before the ball hits the obstruc- 
tion, if not, they are scored as 
byes, leg-byes etc. 


Why can't a bowler 'thro 
the ball to a batsman? 

The bowler cannot throw tl 
ball to batsman since there are 
number of cricket playing rule 
which do not allow the bowler 
straighten his bowling arm at tl 
elbow during the delivery swin 
Such deliveries have to be n 
balled by the umpires. In earli 
days, bowlers were no-balled f 
delivering the ball with too hic 
an arm. However, changes 
rules tended to legalize what he 
been happening for some year 
as under arm evolved into rour 


. arm, then later into over arm. 


Who invented the 'hoo 
shot"? 

The invention of this stroke 
credited to E.M. Grace, the 


۱ is is a term used to be a 
yer who normally comes into bat 


ear the end of i innings of his team, 
ut is sent in just prior to the end of 
i y's play, in order to save a 
ett er eee forthe morning ses- 


Ibatsman's stroke is used to deal 
"with short-pitched deliv- 
ery when the ballis ris- 
ing. To play a hook 
'shot, the batsman 

moves back to- 
wards his 
wicket, and 


Canabatsmanhita 
ball which is already 
called a 'wide"? 

Yes! A batsman can 

hit a ball before it passes 
the line of the striker's 


strikes the wicket. So if the ball is م‎ 
ball with called 'wide' before it 
horizontal crosses the line of wicket, 
bat in the batsmancanhitit!lfthat ball 
direction 


is caught by a fielder, the 
batsman cannot be given 
out because, one cannot 
be caught out off a wide 
ball! The batsman has 
the right to hit the ball 
even if it stops before 
reaching him. So (to be 
safe enough) the um- 
pires will not call a ball wide 
until it has passed the line of 
wicket. 


of square 
leg. 
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Can cricket be played with- | 
out bails? | | 

During very windy condi- | | 
tions, sometimes the bails will | 
tend to blow off the top of the 
stumps. If this becomes a | 
problem, the umpires can de- 
cide to play without bails! In 
this case, the wicket does not 
need to be broken by uproot- 
| ing a stump, and the umpires 
| must take full responsibility 
| for deciding, in a reasonable 
| manner, whether the wicket 
, is broken or not. | 

` What is the differens T 
tween a 'tie' and a 'draw'? 

The result of match in which 
both sides have made the same 
number of runs is a 'tie'. 

If the match ends with the side 
batting having wickets in hand, 
then the game ends in a ‘draw’, 
This does nort apply for One-day 
matches. If the side batting sec- 
ond makes a lesser score after 
playing full overs, the team loses. 


4 
i 
| 
1 
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How does a bowler 
conditions of the pitch? — 
Bowlers also make use of the 
state of the pitch, which j is quit 
crucial to the game, and is oneg 
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How fast do bowlers usual. 
bowl? 

Typical bowling speeds are 
For a fast bowler - 130-140 km/l 
(80-90 mph) _Medium pac 
bowler: 100-130 km/h (60-8 
mph) Spin bowler: 70-90 km/ 
(45-55 mph). The fastest ball re 
corded inthe history of cricketi 
bowled by Shoaib Akhthar c 
Pakistan. He crossed the 10 
miles per hour 
speed mark! 


ticular, often find that they get 
much more spin from an old pitch 
than a freshly prepared one. 


In a batsman's stance, the back 
foot is the foot that is nearer to 
the stumps. A bowler's frontfoot 
is the last foot to contact the 
ground before the ballis released. 
.1753,a noble man of En- The other foot is the back foot. 
ad made bet that he could Frontfoot and Backfoot plays 
A eyalettera certain num- are two techniques to face a ball. 
of miles within a given| To play on backfoot, a batsman 
5. This task was thought; moves backward and to play on 
ossible. But he enclosed j frontfoot, he moves forward. 
letter in a cricket ball and 
arranged 20 cricketers. 
yy were very good catch- 
. The cricketers were 
xed to form a large circle. 


things the commentators 
: 1 in great detail before the 
:e begins. Because it's a natu- 
irface, there are usually small 
nsistencies in its flatness, 
ness and elasticity. Over a 
ii-day game, or even over a 
le day, these become more 
nounced, so it often gets 
e difficult to bat as the ga 
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When, du E: 
` match, can a cricket ball b 
placed? 

A new, highly polished ball is 
used at the start of each innings 
ina match. A cricket ball may not 
be replaced except under spe- 
cific conditions described in the 
Laws of Cricket, like if the ball 
becomes damaged, or lost. Or, if 
the condition of the ball is ille- 

gally modified by a 
player. After a beseenthere. However, they Will 
2 Zi specified num- usually only polish one side ol 
, berofovers (80 the ball, in order to create ‘swing 
in Test cricket), as it travels through the air. The} 
wee the captain of 
; H the bowling side * 
has the option to A 
take a new ball. The 
ball is not replaced if it is hit into 
the crowd - the crowd must re- 
turn it. Ifthe ballis damaged, lost, 
or illegally modified, it will be re- 
placed by a ‘used’ ballin similar 
Endiuon to the با‎ ball. 


^r A‏ ج 


As the ball is used Ge 
foran extended period of play, 
y its surface wears down and be- 

comes rough. The bowlers will 
1 polish it whenever the can - 


KOANE TOT AT | 


۱۷ apply natural substances (i.e. 
va or sweat) to the ball as they 
ish it, but any other 
terial is illegal. Since 
= condition of the 
-ket ball is crucial to 
= amount of move- 
»nt through the air a 
ıwler can produce, the 
ws governing what 
ayers may, and may 
ıt do, to the ball, are 


formerEngland cap- 
Atherton was the 
storm of contro- 
| he drew dirt from 
tand smeared it over 
it Lord's. In the India- 


cused of applying 
on the ball to make it 


Four Stumps 


An experimental game was 
played at Lords in 1963 to look at 
the effects of adjusting two features 
of cricket: the size of the wickets 
and the Ibw rule. In order to create 
a wicket of width 11 inches rather 
than 9 inches, four stumps were 
used in that trial match! 


specific, and rigorously enforced. 
Itis illegal for a player to rub any 


substance apart from 
saliva or sweat onto the 
ball, rub the ball on the 
ground, scuff the ball 
with any rough object, 
including the finger- 
nails, or pick at or lift the 
seam of the ball. 


Mike Atherton 


swing more. Wagar Younis of 
Pakistan is the only player to 
have been banned for ball 
tampering. He was given a 
one-match suspension after 
hewas seen on television lift- 
ing the seam during a one- 
day international against 


South Africa. 


Whatistherole of the scor- 
ers in a cricket match? 

Two scorers are appointed 
in a match, and most often, 
onescoreris provided by each 
team. The laws of cricket 
specify that the official scor- 
ers are to record all runs 
scored, wickets taken, and 
where appropriate, overs 
bowled. They are 
to acknowledge 
signals from the 
umpire, and to 
checkthe accuracy 
_ ofthe score regu- 

larly, both with 

each other, and, at 
playing intervals, 
with the umpires. 

In practice, scorers 

also keep track of other mat- 

ters, such as bowlers' analysis, 


the rate at which th 


A simple score board 


teams bowl thei 
overs, and team sta 
tistics such as aver 
ages and records. Ir 
international and na 
tional cricket compe 
titions, the media of 
ten require notifica 
tion of records anc 
statistics, so unofficia 


scorers often keep tallyforbroad 
cast commentators and newspa 


The running out of a non-striking batsman — 
who leaves his crease before the bowler has 
released the ball, is called ‘Mankad’. It is 
named after Vinoo Mankad, an Indian bowler, 
who used this method rather controversially, 
ina Test match. This is relatively common in 
indoor cricket, and is noted separately from 


run outs, though it is almost unheard of in 
first class cricket. 


eer journalists. The official scor- 
rs occasionally make mistakes, 
ut unlike umpires’ mistakes, 
nese can be corrected after the 


vent. 


ip’ mean in cricket? 

After a fielder chases the 
»all, another fielder placed at 
lı further distance also moves 
nto position so that if the 
rielder misfields the ball, the 
damage doneis minimal. This 
s called backing up. Backing 
Jp is also done to support a 
elder receiving a throw from 
the outfield in case the throw 
is errant or not caught. Back- 
‘ing up is done to avoid 'over- 
ithrows'. The non-striking 


۱ What does the term ‘backing 


S crease 


backing up. A batsman “back- 
ing up” too far runs the risk of 
being run out. 


Inallforms of cricket, 
if a player gets injured 


P orbecomesillduringa 


match, a substitute is 
allowed to field in- 
stead of him, but this 
player cannot bowl, bat, or act 
as a captain or wicket keeper. 
Here the substitute has a tem- 
porary role, and leaves the field 
once the injured player is fit to 


return. 


i 


How did the word 'umpire' 
come to be used in cricket? 

The word 'umpire' is sup- 
posed to have been used in 
sports, earlier than 1714. It is a 
development ofthe old English 
word 'noumpere', which is de- 
rivedfromtheFrench'nomper. 
'Noumpere' meant 'one who 
decides disputes between par- 
ties' and 'nonper' meant 'not a 
peer, or not equal’. The umpire 


UMPIRE - 


has indeed to be 'without equal 
as he has the respectable anc 
authoritative position of dispens 
ing justice in the game. 

What are the physical at 
tributes an umpire needs? 

An umpire has to have excel 
lent eyesight and acute hearing 
He needs to be physically fit, anc 
possess the stamina to bear thi 
strain of long hours in the fielc 
He must be able to concentrat 
for long and pick up and registe 
even the smallest details of th 
action. 


Why are there two umpire 
on the field? 

There are two umpires in th 
field- one standing at th 
bowler's end and the other a 

_ the striker's end, who is know! 
as the 'square leg umpire’. Thi 
umpire at the bowler's ent 
stands behind the stumps asi 
is the best position to judg 
Ibw appeals. The other umpir 
stands in the position of ; 
shortish square leg, but as th: 


How does an umpire count 
the balls in an over? 

An umpire uses counters to 
‘count the balls in each over. He 
establishes a method of count- 
ing with which he is 
‘comfortable and of- 
iten uses some object 
like pebbles as 
‘counters separately. 
He has six counters at 
‘the beginning of each 
‘over and transfers 
seach counter from 
ithe unused ones to 


ithe used for every | 


| ball. Where there are efficient umpire has to make his own 

scoreboards,theumpiredoesnot record of runs. Forthis purpose 
need to make any other check; simple clickers where each click 
he only has to see that every run increases the display by one, is 
is recorded. But most often, an commonly used. 


law states, he may elect to stand or run-outs at the striker's 
onthe offinstead of the leg side. wicket, the square leg 


In cases of stumping, hit wicket, umpire's decision is final. Ap- 
peals by the fielding side are 


taken care of bythe umpireat 
the bowler's end. At the end 
of each over, the umpire at | 
the bowler's end moves out 
tosquareleg atthe same end, 
and the other umpire moves 
in to the wicket to become 
the 'main' umpire. 


What 

are the things 

that an umpire should 
carry to the field? 

There are certain essential 
things that an umpire should 
carry to the field. This is to en- 
sure that the game proceeds 
smoothly. The items consid- 
ered as essential are: 

Counters - to count the 
balls in each over. At the be- 
ginning of every over, he 
should have six of the item 
that he uses as counters. He must 
also have a means of checking 
runs if the scoreboard will not be 
sufficient. 

Watch - to time the match. 
According tothe lawthe umpires 
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The umpire signals for a ball change 


must agree which watch is to be 
used, as well as the one to be 
usedifthe selected one fails. Both 
umpires should carry a watch 
and check it against the agreec 
timepiece before the start of the 
match. 

Pencil and paper - to make 
notes on bowlers, the batsmen 
the number of balls, etc at ar 
interval and notes of points tc 
discuss later with scorers. 

Law Book- It can be useful fo: 
settling a point at an interval. 

Balls- The umpires have 
charge of the balls approved by 
the umpires and the captain be 
fore the start of the match. If < 
new ball isto be used after a cer 
tain number of overs, the um 
pires will need to carry new ball: 


Tell Me Whi 


and also spare ones. 

Bails- Umpires carry their own 

'set of bails to ensure a matching 
| pair, and also spare ones in case 
of damage. 
Bowler's start marker - Al- 
' though these are provided by the 
Ground Authority, the umpire 
carries his own to be produced if 
necessary. 

Drying material- for drying 
the ball. 

Why does an umpire carry 
pencils and papers to the 
ground? 

Paper and pencil are an impor- 
tant part of the equipment that 
an umpire carries to the field. The 
main use is to make notes on the 
bowlers, the batsmen, the num- 
ber of balls, etc, at an interval. 
They are also needed to make 
notes of points to be discussed 


An umpire usually stands 
well behind the stumps so 
that he can clearly see the 
stepping of the A 
bowler. 


later with scorers or, in rare cases 
to send notes to scorers. Wher 
umpiring for matches in whicl 
there is a restriction on the num 
ber of overs per bowler, the um 
pire needs the paper and 
pencil to record 

these 

overs. 


The umpire moves to a side while the ball is hit into the field. 


2bowlersend to observe carefully: a) th 

'e to asideifthe completion of each run b) to se 
ball is hit into the field? ifthe wicketis put down andifso 

When the ball suc: REN to note that it is put down fairly € 
the field, the bowler's end what is happening to the ball ir 
umpire must be ready to the field and d) when the bats 
move very quickly to a posi- men cross. 
tion on a side to the creases To see all this action, the um 
pire should move to a positior 
far enough from the stumps te 
see the wicket and the poppinc 
crease at the same time. 

Is there an association foi 
umpires? 

Yes, indeed. Way back ir 
1953, the Association o 


The purpose of this as- 
sociation was to im- 
prove the standard of 
umpiring by educa- 
tion, training, and ex- 
amination, and to im- 


the - 
ket 


Longer..! | 
] 
It was a county match in | 


| 1946. Aftertwo overshad been |. 


` bowled, Len Hutton, who was | 
fielding at slips asked the um- | 
| piresto checkthe length ofthe | 
|| pitch. The check discovered | 
|| thatthepitchwas24yardslong | 
instead of 22! Then the match | 


matches, the: in umpire (or TV 
Umpire) is an off-field umpire 
who makes the final decision in 


Sri Lanka 


Darrell Hair was a controversial 
umpire who 'called' M uralitharan of ^ ^ 
seven times in three overs 


LEASE REP 
AT BALL? 


questions referred to him by 
thetwoon-field umpires. Tele- 
vision replays are available to 
the third umpire to assist him 
incoming toa decision. An on- 
field umpire can, at his own 
discretion, use a radio link to 
refer any close decision to the 
third umpire. 


AN YOU ~ 
SE REPLAY - 


What are the ma 
used by an umpire? : 
The umpires signal Various 
events with gestures, as follows: 
Out: When a batsman is out, 
the umpire making the decision 
raises one hand above his head, 
with the index finger extended. 

Four: A four scored by the ball 
reaching the boundary is sig- 
naled by an arm extended hori- 
zontally, and waved briefly back 
and forth in a horizontal arc. 

Six: A six is signalled by raising 
both arms straight over the head. 

No-ball: A ۱۵-۵۵۱۱ is signalled by 
holding an arm out horizontally. 

Wide: A wide is signalled by 
holding both arms out horizon- 
tally. 

Byes: Byes are signalled by rais- 
ing one arm over the head, palm 
open. 

Leg Byes:Leg byesare signalled 
by raising one leg, and tapping 


/ WHAT DOES THIS" 
SIGNAL MEAN? 
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Wide signal 


the knee with one hand. 

Dead Ball: If the umpire has t: 
signal dead ball to prevent th 
players from assuming that th 
ball is still alive, he waves botl 
arms across each other in front o 
his abdomen. 

One Short: One short is sig 
nalled by touching the tip of on 
hand to the same shoulder. 

Five penalty runs awarded tc 
the batting side:by repeatedtap 
ping of one shoulder with the 
opposite hand. 

Five penalty runs awarded tc 
the fielding side: by placing one 
hand on the opposite shoulder 

TV Replay: By drawing a large 

squares in the air with both 

S hands. 
t Power play: ۷ 
pee drawing, large circles 
- with hands. 


Cricket! 

The third umpire debuted in 
Test Cricket at Kingsmead, 
Durban for the South Africa vs. 
India series in 1992/93. Sachin 
Tendulkar became the first bats- 
man to be dismissed (run out) by 
television replays. Ifthe field um- 
pires are unable to accurately 
come to a decision on the dis- 
missal of a batsman, the umpire 
requests the third umpire to as- 
certain whether the batsman had 


Umpire signals 


"x 


Dead ball 


No-ball 


4 runs 6 runs 


Revoke the 


Out Short run previous 
signal batting team 
x iras PA: 1 X t rs ` 
* «tt mE 
[ X 
s E i Ed * 
Ity 
Last 5 runs 5 pena 
Leg bye New ball Hodf Not runs to 


penalties fielding team 


batsman’s dis- 


made it home. The third umpire 
then looks at various TV replays 


from different 
angles,andcomes 
to a conclusion by 
pressing the ap- 
propriate signal. 
Originally deci- 
sions were con- 
veyed in traffic 
light style (a red 
light indicating a 


How did the game of cricket 
begin? 

Centuries ago, the shepherds 
of England used a kind of curved 
stick to mind their flock. To pass 
the time, they devised a game to 
be played using this stick. They 
threw a ball to bounce it at the 
little 'wicket gates' at the fence, 


using it a 


>~ est refer- 


| their stick, 
bat. It was this 
game of the shepherds that 
evolved into the cricket of today! 

What is the importance of 
Hambledon in the history of 
cricket? 

Hambledon is a small village in 
Hampshire, England and it was 


In 1365, Edward the Third 
puta ban on cricket as he was 
fed up with the cricket craze in 
the country. In 1477, Edward 
the Sixth even imprisoned 
those who played cricket! 


the headquarters of the leadinc 
cricketers in England for a lonc 
time before the rise of the MCC 


The team raised by thé 

: Why is 'cricket' called so? 
Informa- . 

* tion regar- yh 


. ding the 

origin of 
~ the name 
~ of cricket 
is very 
. meagre. 
- However, 
*- the earli- 


ence is seen 
in a ledger 


the Res 
of the World. "The Cricket- 
ers of My Time', by 
Clarke,which is based on 
the recollections of John 
Nyren, is one of cricket's 
greatest books, and de- 
scribes many ofthe players 
who playedat Hambledon. 


Gring the time of Ed- ^ 
ward 1, relating to his 
son having played a 
game called 'creag et 
aliosludos'. Perhapsthis 
wasaformofcricket. The 
origin ofthenameisalso 
traced to krickstoel, 
which is a three-legged  ; 


o d geek AUS V 


۷ 


'Wicket' could also be ¢ 
linked to this. 


stool used in Flanders. 7 - 
Thenameof'cricket'and 7 9 


Cricket Club. it isa private cricket club 
which owns and has its headquarters at 
Lord's Cricket Groundin St. John's Wood, 
London. 

The exact year of the foundation of 
MCC is not known. Lord's ground was 
first opened in 1787, and the players 
who had been known as 'White Con- 
duit Club' moved to the ground and 
since then adopted the name of 
Marylebone Cricket Club, as it was 
located in Marylebone. 

The MCC began to revise the Laws 
in 1788. Till the formation of the 
Cricket Council in the 1960s, they 
were involved in the running of 
۶ cricket in England at the national 
and county levels. 


The membership of the MCC is 
er 18,000, and there are thou- 
nds more on the waiting list. In 
arly years, the membership 
strictedtothe ate 


SEE EIEIO DEEL EDS‏ ور 


Who devised the laws of 
cricket? 

The earliest known set of laws 
that appear printed seems to 
have been published in'The New 
Universal Magazine’ of Novem- 


ber 1752 and was titled 6 


Game of Cricket’, as settled by 
the Cricket-Club, in 1744, and 


E 


Who is known as the father‏ و 
of modern cricket?‏ 

Dr. William Gilbert Grace, bet- 
ter known as W.G. Grace is con- 
sidered to be the father of mod- 
ern cricket. He has presented 
severalunforgettablemoments 
to the world of cricket. Born in 
Bristol, Englandon July 18, 1848, 
Grace played a very important 
role in popularizing the game of 
cricket. Starting his cricketing 
career at the age of 17, he offi- 
| cially retired at 60. Thatis to say, 

b thatheplayed for 43 long years! 


EE 8 


| played at the Artillery-Ground, 


London. 

The Laws were first issued as a 
booklet in 1755,andthefirstcode 
which was produced by the MCC 
was written in 1788, since which 
year the MCC has remained the 
body in charge of the Laws. 

What is first class cricket? 

First Class cricket, since the year 
1947, has been defined as ‘one 
arranged forthree days minimum 


Grace scored 54,818 runs anc 
2876 wickets from 872 games ol 
first class. cricket. His highest! 
score was 344 runs. He has to hi‘ 
credit 3 triple centuries and 1: 
double centuries and stood no’ 
out 105 times. Hehasalsoearnec 
126 first class centuries and € 
wickets. 

Grace excelled as a Captain 
leading England in 13 tests, witl 
8 wins and 2 draws. 

Many firsts in cricket are asso 
ciated with his name. The firs 
century in Test cricket and 100! 


between two teams of 11 players 
each, with eachteam allowed two 
innings’. Each of the two teams 
should be regarded as of first- 
class standard by the relevant 
body controlling the cricket in 
the country in which the match 
was played. Before 1947, the 
press generally decided which 
matches could be qualified as 
first class’. Today, the cricket 'av- 
erages' published in newspapers 
and magazines are compiled 
from performances in first-class 
matches only, unless mentioned 
otherwise. Performances in one 
day internationals etc are not in- 
cluded. 


d d 
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‘Cricket viewe 
] EN ER SE S SESS 


i Se 


The first text book of cricket 
which contains its history was 
The Cricket Field’ by the Rev. 
James Pycroft. It was first pub- 
lished in 1851, and made a last- 
ing impression on several gen- 
erations of cricketers. 


runs in a single season are į 
records created by him. 

At the time of playing his last 
test for England, Grace was 51 
years old! E.M. Grace, his brother, 
was a cricketer as well. W.G. 
Grace was also well known as a 
doctor. He died in Nottingham 
on December 23, 1915. | 

To mark W.G.Grace's birth an- 
niversary, M.C.C Eleven and the 
'Restofthe World', led by Sachin 
Tendulkar played for the Grace 
Trophy. 


What is the ICC? 
ICC is the abreviation of Inter- 
national Cricket Council. ICC is 
the international body that exer- 


۳ a8 ee, 
cises general supervision over ۱ ۰ r 


cricket at the international level. jou, by Charles Dickens to Aus- 
@ It was founded in 1909 as Impe- tralia! Charles Bannerman of 
rial Cricket Conference. In 1965 Australia seta number of records 
: : in that match. He faced the first 
-ball in Test cricket, scored the 
first run, and the first century! 
Why is Wisden called the 
Bible of cricket? 
Wisden, the book known as the 
Bible of cricket, contains all infor- 
mation about cricket. Besides 
details about cricketers from 
1877 onwards, it has details about 
matches, records, scoreboards, 
aws, regulations etc from that 
year onwards. 
t na- It is the firm known as John 
tional Cricket Conference andin Wisden, established in 1850 
1989 to its current name. brings out this book every year. 
Whendidacricketteamfrom Thefirst edition was published in 
England tour Australia for the — 1864. 
first time? Every year Wisden confers the 
, 1n1876-77,theEnglishcricket title of ‘Cricketer of the Year on 5 
team toured Australia. It is be- players. Sunil Gavaskar, Kapil Dev, 
» lieved that the cricket tour was Sachin Tendulkar, Anil Kumble 
organized to replaceacancelled and Rahul Dravid are some 
P CZ. of the Indian players who 
| ~~ havebeengiventhis honour. 
In 2001, Wisden had also 
selected 5 players as the 
‘Cricketers of the Century’ 
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did bowlers 


Nhat kind of balls 
cket matches? _| 
Early bowlers would bowl the ball underarm, and 


was initially illegal in cricket? A cricketer from Kent, 
John Willes, first introduced it to cricket. He actually 
learnt it from his sister Christina Willes, who found 
that her skirt was getting in the way when she tried to 
bowl underarm! | 


Cricket records are full of stories of great underarm - 
_lob bowlers. Can you believe that over arm bowling - 


They are Don Bradman (Austra- 
lia), Gary Sobers (West Indies), 
Jack Hobbs (England), Viv 
Richards (WestIndies) and Shane 


and South Africa at Durban in 
1938-39. This was an endlessly 
long test, which lasted for 9 days! 
Despite this, the match ended in 


<<>> a draw, since the England play- 
ers had to leave to catch the 

boat back to England! Seta 
target of 696 runs to win in 


English players had 
scored an aston- 
ishing 654/5 
and had a real 
chance of win- 
ning the match 
when they had 


Warne (Australia) 
What was the equipment 
used in early cricket like? 
Early cricket bats were long 
curved pieces of wood resem- 
bling a thick hockey stick. The 
stumps consisted of two wick- 
ets, with one bail in between. 
Which was the longest 
cricket match? 
The longest test match of all 
was played between England 


to leave! 


 Iftikhar Ali Khan of Pataudi 
is the only player to play for 
India and Engand. His son, 
Nawab Mansur Ali Khan of 
Pataudi (Tiger Pataudi) is the 
youngest captain of India in 
Tests. 


the fourth innings, the © 


ds Dicite Bommbranc 
ENGLISH CRICKET, 


WHICH DIED AT THE OVAL 


ox 
29th AUGU ST, 1882, 
Deeply lamented = large circle of sorrowing 


RIP. 


NB.—The body will be cremated and the 
ashes taken to Australia. 


What does the ‘Ashes’ refer 
to in cricket? 

The Ashes is a Test cricket se- 
ries, played between England and 


Australia. It is international 
cricket's oldest, and most celeb- 
rated rivalry, dating backto 1882. 
It is currently played biennially, 
alternately in England and Aus- 
tralia. However, since cricket is a 
summer game, and the venues 
being in opposite hemispheres 
means the break between series 
is alternately 18 months and 30 
months. If a series is drawn, then 
the country holding the Ashes 
retains them. The series is named 
afterasatirical pub- 
lished in an En- 
; glish news- 
paper, The Spo- 
ns Times', in 

after the 


English cricket's obituary put 
lished in ‘The Sporting Times’ 


which Australia beat England 0 
an English ground for the firs 
time. The obituary stated that Er 
glish cricket had died, and 'th 
body will be cremated, and th 
ashes taken to Australia' The Er 


Australia won the Ashes 2006-( 


glish mediathen dubbedthene 
English tour to Australia in 188 
'83 as ‘the quest to regain Tt 
Ashes’. During that tour in Austr 
lia, a small terracotta urn was pr 
sented as a gift to the Englar 
captain lvo Bligh by a group 

Melbourne women. The conten 
of the urn are reputed to be tl 
ashes of an item of cricket equi 
ment! Victorious teams often ho 
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aloft replicas of the urn 
as asymbol of their tri- 
umph in an Ashes se- 
ries, but the actual urn 
has never been pre- 
sented or displayed as 
a trophy in this way. 
Whichever side holds 
the Ashes, the urn nor- 
mally remains in the 
Maryleborne Cricket Club Mu- 
seum at Lord's. 

Since the 1998-99 Ashes series, 
aWaterfordcrystalrepresentation 
of the Ashes urn has been pre- 
sented to the winners of an Ashes 
series as the official trophy of that 
series. 


would be held on an biannual 
basis, and the first ever 

Twenty20 World Champion- 
ship would be held in 
South Africa in 5ep- چم‎ 


Robert Spofforth- 
Famous Australian 
fast bowler of 
the 19th century. 


When w: was the fi rst Twenty20 cricket match played? 


The first men's Twenty20 international was 
etween Australia and New Zealand in 2005. 
hefirstwomen'sTwenty20 international was 
layed between England and New Zealand in 
004. The ICC announced after its Executive 
Board meeting in March 2006, that be- 
ginning from 2007 to 2015, the 
Twenty20 World Championship 


What mes. 
20 cricket ? : 

A ‘Twenty20 
Game’ consists of 20 
overs per each side. 
Twenty20 Cricket 
was first played in 
English domestic 
cricket in 2003. Now 
ithasspreadtomany 
other countries. 

A free-hit after a no-ball is 
bowled, short boundaries, bat- 
ting-friendly pitches etc. are some 
specialities of Twenty20 cricket. 
India has played a Twenty20 
cricket match against South Arica 
and won it. 


تیه ردو بر 


What changes were brought 
abouttothelaws ofcricket over 
the ages? 

The earliest existing known 
Code of cricket was drawn 
up by certain ‘Noblemen 
and Gentlemen’ who 
used the Artillery Ground 
in London in 1744. In 
1755, there وا‎ > 
erence to the laws being 
revised by 'Several Cricket Clubs, 
particularly the Star and Garter in 
Pall Mall', followed by a revision 


y 


of the Laws by "a Committee of sss e 


Noblemen and Gentlemen of 
Kent, Hampshire, Surrey, Sussex, 
Middlesexand Londonatthe Star 
and Garter” in 1774. A printed 
form of the laws was publishedin 
1775, and a further revision to 
the laws was undertaken by an- 
other body of gentlemen of the 
same counties in 1786. However, 


... these laws woe not universally 


During a county match ir 
1986,abatsmanhittheballanc 
ranthree runs but dropped the 
bat in the process. The bowlei 
picked the bat up. When the 
ball was returned from the 
boundary, the bowler stoppec 
it with the bat! For fielding th: 
ball with any other substance 
than the person', the penalty i 
5runs.Sothebatsman goteigh 
runs in that bal! — 


followed, with different game 
played under different guide 


lines. On 30 May 1788, th 
MCC produced its fir: 
Code of Laws. The MCC 
version of the laws wet 
not accepted fully imm: 

^ diately, or applied cor 
sistently, butitis the pr: 
decessor of the laws that gove! 
the game today. The next maj 
change was in 1809, and saw th 
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Why was ‘lbw’ introduced in 
1809? 
—A new method of dismissing a 
batsman, lbw, was introduced in 
1809. Previously, as cricket usesa 
hard ball and leg-pads were not 
used, players would naturally 
play with their legs away from 
le wicket. As batsmen started 
vear pads, they became will- 


Test 
Cricket has been 
played since De- 

cember 1934. Current 


Women's 


international women's 
cricketteams includeten Test 
teams. Women's One-day 
Internationals have been 
played since 1973. 


` further standardisation of the 


-weight of the ball from between 
142 to 170 g to between 156 to 
- Tibag,andthewidth of the cricket 


| batwas standardised for the first 


time. The length of stumps was 
creased from 22 to 24 inches 


_and bails from 6 to 7 inches to 


e 


1elp the bowlers, and the impor- 


hanced. | 


Meir fe legs to prese the ball hit- ] 


ting the stumps. Therefore a "leg 
before wicket " rule was intro- | 
duced sothata batsman prevent- | 
ing the ball hitting his stumps ۲ 
with his legs would be out. In | 
1829, the length of stumps in- 
creased from 24 inches to 27 
inches, andthe length of the bails | 
was increased from 7 inches to 8 
inches, again to help the bowlers. 
sS cuum = UB 
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Which was the first Cricket 
Test, and who won it? 

Thefirstofficial Test match was 
played between Australia andEn- 
gland. This was in 1877, at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground. 
Austarlia won the toss and bat- 
ted first. They scored 245, which 
was powered by a century by 
Charles Bannerman. England 


A scene from Bodyline series 


were bowed out for 165. In the 
second innings, Australia scored 
104, setting a target of 154 for 
England. But England could not 
bat well and they were all outfor 
a mere 108. Thus, Australia won 
the first ever Test match by 45 
runs. 
What is known as 'bodyline'? 
Bodyline was the notorious 
type of bowling which was used 
œ by England bowlers against Aus- 


During the 


Yes, but just once! That was 

in 1900 in Paris, when Great 

Britain in the form of Devon 

y Wanderers, beat the 

mpetitor, France, 
0 104. 


tralia during the 1932-33 serie 
1920's, Australia 
batsmen wer 
dominating worl 
cricket. Ponsfor¢ 
and especiall 
Bradman, were pi 
ing up battin 
records. To cur 
this run spree, D. 
Jardine,the Englis 
captain decided t 
implement whatF 
called 'leg theon 
England bowler 
especial 
Larwoo 
and Voc 
bowled fa 
deliveri« 
on the le 
stump Wi 
a semi circ 
01: : clo: 
fielders c 


the leg sid 
Sir Don Bradman Some of tl 


f ow TellMe W 
— PN 


Australian batsmen, including 
the captain, were injured. 
Woodfull, the Australian captain 
came out with a comment that 
there weretwo sides playing and 
one was not playing cricket. The 
atmosphere was getting bitter. 
England won the series 4-1. Dis- 
‘putes and discussions continued 
well after the series. 'Bodyline 
Series' is considered a notorious 
chapter in the 'Bradman era.' 

How many times has a Test 
cricket team won a match after 
following on? 

Onlythriceinthe history of Test 
cricket has a team come back 
from following on to win a test 
match. Strangely enough, Aus- 
tralia has been at the receiving Sydney Cricket ground in 1894- | 
endonallthreeoccasions! Atthe ‘95, Australia lost by 10 runs, hav- 

ing scored 586 in the first innings 
V.V.S. Laxman (the highest score by a losing ۰ 
7 team) and asking England to fol- € 
: low-on. The second time it hap- 
pened wasat Headingleyin 1981, 
when an inspired lan Botham and 
a devastating Bob Willis helped r 
England win by 18 runs. The last D 
occasion was in 2000-101 at ` 
Calcutta when a VVS Laxman, 
ably assisted by Rahul Dravid and 
Harbhajan Singh helped India 
win by an amazing 171 runs after 
following on. 


Harbhajan S ingh 
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In March 2005, India made 
407 and 407/9 declared, in a 
testagainstPakistan.Thisisthe 
highest "duplicate" score by a 
teaminatest match. Atanindi- - Cl RES 
vidual level, 1982 Duleep Mohammed Azharuddin 
Mendis of Sri Lanka scored 105 " 
in both innings against India. 
He is the only batsman to hit What are some of the mo: 
memorable debuts in Tes 


identical hundreds in both in- à s 
nings of a test match. | cricket? ios 
|. When he was playing his fir: 


Have all the four i innings of test for New Zealand versus Indi 


a cricket match ever Dee in.Calcutta (1965), Bruce Taylc 
| j ored 105 and took 5/86. He r« 


only Cricketer tc tos 


cer 
and remains s the only test Find 


Marvan Atapattu Narendra Hirwani 


ennis Smith of New 
aland dismissed Eddie 
ynter of England with his first 
Il in test cricket (1932-33). 


other wicket in test cricket! 


ut sadly, Smith never took | 


eter to score three centuries in 


his first three tests. Narendra 
Hirwani, playing his first test for 
India against the West Indies at 
Madras in 1988, took an aston- 
ishing 16 wickets for 136 runs. 
Remarkably, he broke the world- 
record for the best debut figures 
by just 1 run! Bob Massie of Aus- 
tralia had earlier taken 16 for 137 
on his debut. Marvan Atapattu of 


Sri Lanka had a rather unfortu- 


pde to his test care 


; 1899, 13-year old Arthur | 
ins scored 628 in a junior - 
for Clarke’s House at 
n College. This remains " 
highest score in any form 
cket. He then took 11 
ickets to help his team beat 
Tower by an innings 
88 runs! Collins never 
ed first-class cricket, and © 
as killed in World War-l. 


At Colombo in 1996-’97, India 
won the toss and batted first. 
Having scored 537/8, they de- 
Clared, trying to bowl Sri Lanka 
out for under 337. How wrong 
they were! Sri Lanka scored 952 


Sanath Jayasuriya 


for 6 (a test record) with Sanath 
Jayasuriya (340) and Roshan 
Mahanama (325) putting on 576 
runs (atestrecordand 1 run short 
ofthefirst-class record). They also 
became the only pair to bat 
through 2 full days of test cricket. 
Attheotherend ofthe spectrum, 
New Zealand were dismissed by 
England for a 26 at Auckland in 
1954-55 - a test record for the 

rest team total! | ۱ 


' faced with a di- 


When was the 
first ever One-day 
match played? 
Enthusiasm, and 
the number of 
people watching 
cricket had come 
down by the 1950s. 
Organisers were 


lemma, and they 
started to think of 
how to make cricket more inter- 
esting.Itwasthenthatthey came 
up with a bright idea- One day 
matches! 

With the introduction of One- 
day matches, cricket became 


; more lively. In 1963, One-day 


| ets. 


matches were organized for 
counties by MCC. These matches 
were the first step towards the 
World Cup, and cricket began 
gaining its lost popularity 

The first One-day International 
was held on January 5", 1971. In 
this match between Australia and 
England, Australia won by 5 wick- 
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When werecoloureduniforn 
first used in One-day cricket? 

It was in 1992 World Cup th 
coloured outfits cameto be use 
for the first time. 1992 was al: 
the first World Cup that saw d. 
and night cricket. 

When did flood light crick 
first appear? 

World Series Cricket staged tl 
first floodlight cricket match 
the Melbourne on 14th Decer 
ber 1977. The Australian XI playe 
against World XI. Play started 
2.30 pm, and flood lights we 
switched on at 6.30 pm. 


TT 


"How is modern One-day 
cricket different from what was 
played in its early days? 

When One-day cricket came 
into being, the English brought 
some interesting conventions 
also along with it! Here are some 
of them 

1. Bowlers had to concentrate 
on not allowing the batsmen to 
take runs, rather than getting 
wickets. 

2. The scoring rate had to in- 
crease gradually from an initial 
low. In other words, it had to have 
the momentum of a car moving 
up from the first, to the top gear. 

3. Spin bowlers are not to be 
included in one day cricket. 

4. The team should not have 
batsmen who strike the ball very 
high. Batsmen who strike high in 


place in the team! 


E 


| Which cricketer 
| faced the first ball to 
| bebowledin One-day 
| cricket? 

| Geoff Boycott, who is ^ 
- today very popular in India 

as a cricket commentator, 
faced the first ball in one- 
| day cricket. Graham Mc- 
(enzie wasthe bowler. 


Geoff 


the first 25 overs also have no ۳ 4 


^ Hemulal Yadav > 


of Tripura is the only 
cricketer to be given y 
timed out in first-class / X 
cricket. d 


/ 


But batsmen who hit left and 
right, in and out of the ground 
are the rage of today's One-day 
matches. Spinners have also be- 
come a crucial part of such 
matches. The modern style is to 
score as many runs as possible 
even in the first 15 overs which 
are subject to fielding regula: 
tions. 


Boycott کر‎ 


P 


What did 
Packer do to make 
cricket more popular? 

Australian television 
media mogul, Kerry 
Packer broke all the rules 
of traditional cricket! i 


Kerry Packer had 


Packer introduced day Kerry Packer quested for the tele 


and night matches in 
placeofslow eco VA 
He brought in coloured outfits 
instead of the customary white. 
Matches were played forthe sole 
purpose of televising them. 


Herschelle Gibbs ۱ 


ing and broadcast 
rights of the Ashes series in 1! 
for his television company cal 
Channel 9. When the Austral 
Cricket Control Board refu: 
him permission, Kerry Pac 
launched a parallel series kno 
as the World Series. With the | 
telecast of the matches pla 
by them, Packer brought cric 
to living rooms. 

Has any batsman ever scoi 
four successive One-day c 
turies? 

No one has ever scored 4 s 
cessive One-day centuri 
Herschelle Gibbs scored 3 s 
cessive centuries, and was on 
when South Africa needed 4 
win. Alok Kapali bowled a w 
ball, which went for 4, and Gil 
was denied the record by the 
niest of margins again! 


At Capetown in 1992-93, : 
then World Cup champions P: 


Tell Me V 


E 
۱ 


uM ae 


stan were dismissed for 43 
against the West Indies in an ODI 
- at that time the lowest ever. 
Their record was broken by Zim- 
babwe in 2001-02, when they 
scored 38 all out against Sri Lanka 
in 2001-02. Sri Lanka then dis- 
missed Canada for 36in the 2002- 
03-world cup, but Zimbabwe 
wanted the record back! In 2004, 
they reclaimed their dubious dis- 


Which cricketer has won four successive ‘Man 

of the Match’ awards in one day Cricket? 
Sourav Ganguly is the only cricketer to have won 
four successive ‘Man of the Match’ awards in One- 
day Internationals. Paul Collingwood of England is 
the only man to score a century, and take 6 wickets 
inan ODI. ina match against Bangladesh in 2005, 
he scored 112 runs and took 6/31 in 10 overs - 

a truly amazing performance! 


tinction with a 35 all out, again 
against Sri Lanka. 

When were fielding restric- 
tions introduced into the rules 
of one-day cricket? 

In the early 1980’s, ina One day 
match between England and 
West Indies, the Windies needed 
4 runs off the last ball. The En- 
gland captain, Mike Brearley put 
all the fielders and the wicket 
keeper on the fence to prevent a 
boundary from being scored. 
Fielding restrictions werethen in- 
troduced in the 
Benson & 
Hedges Cup in 
Australia, and 
were adopted 
for all ODIs after 
the 1992 World 
Cup. 


Whois the best ever batsman 
"in the history of cricket? 

` Sir Donald Bradman (1908- 
, 2001) is referred to as the great- 

` est batsman in the history of the 
game. He made his Test debut for 
Australia in 1928-29. In only 52 
| „test matches Bradman scored 
6996 runs at an unbelievable av- 
erage of 99.94! This included 29 - 
‘centuries. 12 of these were 
double hundreds and two were 
triple hundreds. His highest Test 
score was 334. 

The fact that today's best bat- 
ting averages are around 60 es- 
tablishes the greatness of this 
outstanding batsman. 

Bradman's artistry with the bat 
was a treat to watch. He was a 
courageous batsman who with- 
stood the vicious bodyline attack 
of Harold Larwood, who co 
~ bowl at speeds above 145 
in 1930's. 
Whathappenedi inthelas 

nings by Bradman? 
_ 14th August, 1948 was the 

*day of Don Bradman's care 
Bradman had to score jus 
a ‘uns; to end his test care 


ML Se 


۱ . One of the greatest all-rounders, 
. in every sense of the word, was C.B. Fry. 
He played for England in cricket(1896-1912) 
(He was the captain of England), played for 
England in football, and equalled the world 
long-jump record. He had other great 
achievements too, off the sports arena. He 
. was offered the kingship of Albania, he 
represented India at the League of Nations, 
and Hitler consulted him when he was 

developing the Youth Programme 
in Germany. 


Whois me He ibn many as Sobers bad career as a 
thebestallrounderofalltime? slow left-arm bowler. His Testca- | 
Sir Garfield Sobers reer startedin1953- 
of WestIndiesis one 54. The highlight of ~~ 
of the greatest play- it was the 365 not 
ers cricket has seen out against Pakistan 
and referred to by in 1957-58. This re- 
many as the best all mained a world: 
rounder of all time. record for several 
In 93 Test matches years. Sobers' total , 
Sobers has scored of 8032 runs also 
18032 runs at an av- was a world record 
erage of 54.87. He for some years. 


‘has also taken 235 Sobers led West 
E - Wickets: : Sobers Indies in 39 Tests. ۱ 


an Beverage or 100. psy spinner way. ‘Bradman didn’t spot itand 
Éric Hollies, senta good delivery, was clean bowled! He turned 
Which was safely collected bythe and looked round his wicket in 
WicketkeeperGodfreyEvans.The disbelief. 

second ball, dropped on exactly Then Bradman walked away, 
the same spot, but this time, it from the crease, and also from a 
Was the googly, turning the other legendary career. 


| ae and World Cup: 


71 


Clive Lloyd Who led West Indies to two Wot 


Cup victories? 

Clive Lloyd was the captain of t 
_ West Indies team during its zeni 
Lloyd steered the West Indies to t 
- World Cup victories. He was one oft 

most successful cricket captains of 

time. Lloyd was atall, powerful midd 

order batsman, and occasional m 

dium-pace bowler. He was the fi 

West Indian player to earn 100 interr 

tional caps. 

Lloyd scored 7515 runs in 110 te 
matches with 19 centuries, 242 notc 
being his highest score. His batti 
average is 46.67. He also took 10 wk 

۱ ets in tests. In 1971, he was nam 
iL ‘Wisden Cricketer of the Year’. Llo 
E managed the West Indies team in t 
late 1990s, and also coached ai 
commentated. He is currently an | 
match referee. 


Clive Lloyd's nick-name ~ 
was 'Big Cat'. d: 


وی 


Tell Me ۷ 


Which batsman scored 500 
runs in an innings? 

This great record was created 
by one of the greatest ever crick- 
eters, Brian Lara. After Sir Don 
Bradman, cricket has not seen a 
batsman who has made so many 
high scores. The score of 501 not 
out is the world record in first 
class matches. Lara is also the 
world record holder for the high- 
est score in Test innings - 400 not 

out. He is one of the only two 
batsmen in Test Cricket his- 
tory (againin company of Sir 
Bradman) to 
score two triple 
centuries. He 
has aggregated 
11,953 runs in 131 
tests, with 34 hun- 
dreds. Nine of his 
centuries are double 
centuries! He also 
holds the record for the 
highest total number of 
runs in a Test career, after 
overtaking Allan Border in 
November 2005. He is the 
only manto havereclaimed 
the Test record score, having 
Scored 375 against England in 
1994, a record that stood until 
Matthew Hayden's 380 against 
Zimbabwe in 2003. Then Lara 
Scored 400 not out against En- 


Cricket and World Cup 


gland in 

2004! Lara began 

his cricket career while at 

school. Aged 14, he amassed 745 

runsinthe schoolboys'league.In 

1990, he made his test debut for 

West Indies against Pakistan. 
Lara is considered by many as 

ine peo s best Seite 


OM a match in 1994, eei 
playing for Warwickshire, was 


dropped by Chris Scott, the 

Durham wicket keeper. 

Then Lara was on 18. 

Lara wenton to make 

another 483 runs 

and finished at 
501 notout! 


bh 


steered india | 
Cup Victory? 

Kapil Dev was the cap- 
tain when India won the 
World Cup in 1983. He is 
regarded as one of the 
greatest all-rounders to 
have ever played the 
game. He was named by 
Wisden as the 'Indian 
Cricketer of the Century' 
in 2002. Kapil made his in- 
ternational cricket debut 


as the fir 
black man to play Te 
Cricket for South A 
rica? 

Makhaya Ntini was tl 
first black man to pl. 
test cricket for South / 
rica. Henry Olonga w 
the first black Zimb 
bwean test cricketer. 


Ntini 


against Pakistan at Faisalabad in 197 
79. In 1982-83, he was appointed ca 
tain. Then he led India to the stunnir 
World Cup win of 1983. His best bov 
ing analysis of 9/83 came tl 
same year against West Indies 
Ahmedabad. He becamein tl 
second bowler ever to take 4 
wickets in Test cricket in 1991-¢ 
In early 1994, he became the hig 
est Test wicket-taker in the worl 
breaking the record held by Sir Richa 
Hadlee. Courtney Walsh broke Kapi 
recordin 1999. Kapilis the only player 
have achieved the all-rounder’s douk 
of 4,000 Test runs and 400 Test wicke 
Kapil Dev retired from playing cricket 
1994, 


Who is known as ‘Sunny’ and 
‘the Little Master’? 

Sunil Gavaskar is known as ‘Sunny’ 
and ‘the Little Master’. He is regarded 
as one of the best batsmen in World 

Cricket, and is, arguably the best 
Opening batsman in Test Cricket. 
Gavaskar was the first player to 
score 10,000 runs in Test 
cricket. He broke several 
batting records, and was 
once the game's lead- 
ing run getter and cen- 
tury maker. Gavaskar made a spec- 
tacular Test debut in 1971, scoring 
774runsinhisfirstTestseries against 
the West Indies, helping India to be- 
comeone ofthe few teams to defeat 
the West Indies at home in the Car- 
ibbean. From then, until his retire- 

ment in 1987, he was the anchor 
and mainstay of the Indian batting 
line-up. Gavaskar was the holder of 

e record for the most number of 

est centuries (34) until 2005, Sachin 
endulkar broke that record. 
per scored an aggregate of 
in Tests. Gavaskar 
C "day century. 


orld Cup match in 1975, Gavaskar 
id throughout the 60 overs and 
d only 36 runs. It was a notorious 

r in his great career. India lost to | 
land by a huge margin of 203 runs. 


On his debut for En- 
gland against Bangaldesh 
in 2005, Chris Tremlett 
took two wickets in two 
balls. On his hat-trick ball, 
Mohammad Ashraful de- 
fended the ball, which 
bounced on the ground, 
then actually landed on 
the stumps but the bails 
did not fall! Thus 
Tremlett was 
denied a > 
hat-trick! C 


Which Indian bowler took 1 Kumble began hi 
an innings? p career as a fa: 
Anil Kumble took 10 wicketsin an innings. bowler! po 
This feat was achieved against Pakistan in — p — 
1999 at Delhi. Kumble shares this 
record with only one bowler (Jim 
Laker) in Test history. Kumble is a 
right arm leg spinner, with an un- 
orthodox style of bowling. He is 
most famous for his ‘flipper’. He 
made his ODI debut against Sri 
Lanka at Sharjah in the Australasia 
Cupon April 25, 1990. He also made 
his Test debut in that year, in India's 
tourofEngland inthesecondTest.Kumble 


Kumble is known for his commitment to 
the game. One of the highlights in his 
career is an incident in a match against 
West Indies where, despite having a | 
heavily taped broken jaw, hecamebackto 
eite and got the prize wicket of Lara! 


is the leading wicket taker, and the greatest 

match-winning bowlerfor India. He has taken 

547 wickets in 113 test matches. He has 
achieved ‘5 wickets in an innings’ 33 times. 
Kumble is only the second player (after Shane 
Warne) to score 2000 runs, and take over 500 
Test wickets. On June 11 2006, Kumble surpassed 
Courtney Walsh with 520 wickets to take 4th place. 


j Cu ۱5 2 player and 
as T Geo M h has eed the 


William Henry 


to play test cricket. 


India’s Lala Amarnath and Surinder Amarnath 


0 tests for Austr ia versus England in 1881-82, - y 
and Paul Sheehan, who made his debut in 1967-'68 
aretheonly great-grandfather great-grandson pair 


are the only father-son pair to have scored test | 


centuries on debut. Strangely, neither scored an- 


other Test century. 


Lala Amarnath 


Whoisfamousforthe last ball 
sixer in Sharjah? 

Pakistan batsman, Javed 
Miandad is famous for that un- 
forgettable last ball sixer in 
Sharjah. This was one of the high- 
lights of Javed's great career, and 
came during the Australasia Cup 
in 1986. The Pakistan team had 
managed to make it to the final, 
and were up against India. India 
batted first, and scored 245 runs. 
Miandad came in to bat at num- 
ber 4, with the score at 39 for 2 
wickets, and the required run rate 
had risen to 7 an over. With four 
runs required off the last ball, 
Miandad struck a dramatic six 
that sealed the victory for Paki- 

fan. 
Javed Miandad, was born in 
a arachi, Pakistan. He had a long 
areer as an n ite opel crick- 


gardedasPakistan’sgreatestever 
batsman. He was a great enter- 
tainer with his flamboyant style, 
and ranks among the top tier in 
cricket history. He also had three 
mildly successful but controver- 
sial coaching runs with the Paki- 
stan team as well. 


Javed Miandad 


Which batsman has scored 
^» the most centuries in One-day 
cricket? 

Sachin Tendulkar of India holds 
the record for scoring the most 
^ xOne-day centuries, and most Test 

centuries (as on March 1, 2007). 
“Tendulkar, the greatest Indian 
batsman holds several other bat- 
__ ting records. He is currently the 

" highest run getter in One-day 
"cricket. As on March 1, he had 

scored 14783 runsin 381 matches 

with 41 centuries. 186 not out is 
his highest score. In Tests, 

Tendulkar has scored 10,668 runs 

in 135 matches, with 35 centu- 
ries. Sachin is also the most 
capped player currently playing 
international cricket. He is widely 
regarded as one of the greatest 
batsmen cricket has ever seen. 


“tional match against Pakistan 
-in Karachi in 1989. He 
«made just 15 runs in 
‘his first test innings. 
His maiden Test 
century came 

against Englandin 


Sachin played his first interna- | : 


August 1990, at Old Trafford. Bt 
his first ODI century came on Sef 
tember 9, 1994 against Austral 
in Sri Lanka at Colombo. It ha 
taken Tendulkar 79 ODIs to scot 
a century! 

Tendulkar, along with Bria 
Lara, holds the record of bein 
the fastest to score 10,000 runs i 
Test cricket history. Sachin's pe 
formances in the World Cups at 
even better. He holds the recor 
for scoring the most runs (1,73 
at an average of 59.72) in Worl 
Cup history. He scored 673 rur 
in 2003 Cricket World Cup, th 


j John Traicos is the only man to be born in one 
country, and play Test Cricket for two other coun- 
tries. He was born in Egypt, and played Test cricket 


highest by any player in a single 
cricket World cup. 
Who is the greatest leg spin- 
ner of all time? 
Shane Warne of Australia is 
generally regarded as the great- 
-est leg spinner in cricket history. 
He is currently the record holder 
for taking the most wickets in 
Tests. He is the only bowler to 
take 700 wickets in Tests. He had 


taken 708 at the end of his career. 
He has captured 293 wickets in 
l 


194 One-day internatio 
matches. On 3 January, he 
achieved the milestone 
taking 1000 internatio 
wickets (combined : 
from tests and on 
internationals). 
E the sec 


liu. | 
یل‎ Warr 


f for South Africa in the 1970's, and then for Zimbabwe 
when they were awarded Test status in the ۰. 


undistinguished Test debut, tak- 
ing 1/150 againstIndiaat Sydney. 
But later, he re-invented himself 


` Shane Warne ‘redefiried the 
art of leg spin, and demon- 
strated it with some of the 
greatest balls ever bowled in 
Crickethistory.Oneofthemwas | 
‘the famous ‘Gatting Ball’, oth- - 
erwise known as the ‘Ball of the | 
Century ', which spun Sari ۱ 
and bowled Mike Gatting in the | 
1993 Ashes series. | 


to become one of the 
|. most exciting 
| bowlers to watch. 


vex 


n January 
` following 
a's 5-0 Ashes 
ory overEn- 


7 


coach of India D eriam. He 


was an outstanding Australian 
batsman of his generation. He 
made a century in his first and 
final Tests. He scored 7110 runs 
and 24 centuries in 87 tests. 247 
is his highesttest score. Perhaps 


" 45 


Who was arguably the be 
One-day batsman of 1980's? 
Vivian Richards is referred to: 
one ofthe greatest One-day bat 
man in the history of cricket, ar 
the best batsman of 80's. He 
known for his destructive style: 
batting which tore apart mar 
bowling attacks of the worl 
Richards made his Test mate 
debut for the West Indies crick 


_teamin 1974 against India at Bai 


ore. He has scored 8540 Te 
in 121 matches, and 672 
87 One-day matches. | 
ards helped the We 
۱ win the inaugur 


-I سار‎ runs at 6 
orised World Serie 


ity. He was vod not such a 


effective captain as his elde 
brother lan, but he nonetheles 
won 21 of his 48 Tests, and lo: 


Tell Me Wh 


Which cricketer 
as the honour of 
aking the first 
yicket in Test 
ricket? 

‘On the 15th 
larch 1877, Allen 
lill became the first 
nan to take a wicket 
in Test cricket when 
he bowled Nat Th- 
ompson for 1. He 


V 
۲ 


Dave Houghton 


5 ad 
bi. dd " 0 
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then went on to become 
the first man to take a catch 
in Test cricket, when he 
caught T.P Horan off the 
bowling of Alfred Shaw of 
Nottinghamshire. 

Which cricketers have 
the distinction of scoring 
centuries on their own 
debut, and their countr- 
y's debut in Test cricket? 

Charles Bannerman and 
Dave Houghton of Zimba- 


Bannerman 


bwe, and Aminul Islam of Bangladesh are the 
only cricketers to score centuries on their own, 
and their country’s debut in Test cricket. 


Who was the first cricket player to be 


still playing test cricket. 


| knighted for his services to the game? 

. Plum Warner was the first person to be 

| knighted for his services to cricket in 1937. 

. Richard Hadlee (1990) is the only person to 
be knighted for his services to cricket while 


ly 13.Helostthe Ashesin 1977, 
t reclaimed them in 1982-83. 
s feat of scoring centuries in 


happell with Sourav Ganguly. 


year term. 


eachinnings of his captaincy de- 
butis unequalled. After retiring, 
Greg Chappell went into coach- 
ing, spending some time with 
South Australia and working as 
a consultant at Pakistan's Na- 
tional Cricket Academy. He also 
worked as a commentator for 
ABC Radio. In May 2005, he was 
appointed coach of the Indian 
national cricket team on a two- | ۲ 
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The ‘incident’ took place in the 
third match in the World series 
final between Australia and New 
Zealand. The final was the best of 
five, 50 0۷6۲ games. The last bats- 
man of New Zealand, Brain 
McKechnie, had to score six runs 
from the final delivery of the over, 
to tie the game and force a re- 
play. To prevent this, Greg 
Chappell instructed his brother 


Trevor Chappell bowls underarm 


Trevor Chappell to bowl unde 
arm, which was still permitted | 
Australian One-day game 
Within weeks this practice we 
banned. Trevor Chappell bowle 
underarm andthe batsman coul 
only manage to block the ba 
which was rolling along th 
ground. Australia won by si 
wickets. 

It was a shameful incident, an 
Greg later expressed regret fc 


his unsportsmanlike behaviour 


Whichcricket matchis know 


bythescore board reading '2 


runs off 1 ball’? 


. In case rain delayed a cricke 
match ‘rain rule’ is applied to 


etheoverstobe played. Sout 
a had to pay a heavy pric 


In 1960 the first tied test was played between West 
Indies and Australia at Brisbane.Second one was be- 
tween India an Australia at Chennai in 1986. When 
Australian captain Alan Border surprised everyone by 
declaring his second innings, both team had equal 
chances of winning the test. Inthe last over India needed 
five runs to win with only one wicket in hand. Ravi 
Shastri scored 4 runs and crossed over. The scores were 
now tied. In the next ball Greg Mathews got Maninder 
leg before wicket. And the game ended in a tie. 


ing game, South Africa 
just needed 22 runs 
from 13 deliveries, with 
four wickets in hand. At 
that timeashort shower 
interrupted the game. 
Eleven minutes, after 
waiting for the shower 
to subside, the South 
African batsmen came 
out to the pitch. They 
thought that there 
were still seven deliver- 


* " ala ۲۰ .- s 
AIF T. * a 
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Score boa 


ies left, enough to get past the 
target. Butaccording to this con- 
voluted rule, there was just one 
ball to be played and South Af- 
rica had to score 22 runs to win. 
Theirbatsman Brian McMillan 
just managed to get a single 

and left the field in dis- _ 


i pv M 
n 


Which county match was 
1 completed in 10 minutes? 

A Benson & Hedges cricket 
match between Worcester and 
Somersetin 1979wascompleted , 
in 10 minutes. At a certain stage 1 
inthetournament, the Somerset 
team had the maximum 9 points 
followed closely by Worcest- 
ershire and Glamorgan with 6 
points. There was one more con- 
dition to qualify for the finals 
and that was that Worcester 
and Glamorgan must signifi- + 
cantly improve their wicket , 
taking rates so that they were 
superior to that of Somerset. 

Somersetopenedthe bowling. 
In a single over, they conceded 
justonerun, and that too, from a 
no ball. Then captain Brian Rose 
declared his innings closed and 
asked Worcester to go in and 


required two runs without los 
of wicket. This drama took jus 
ten minutes to unfold. Somerse 
lost! But Rose's real aim was t 
ensure that Worcester team di: 
not improve their wicket takin: 
rate and eventually overtake hi 
team in the points count! 
Which is arguabl 
the greatest One 
m day match in th 
history of cricket 
The match be 
tween South Afric 
and Australia i 
2006isregarded b 
many th 


 DECLARED.I " 


In a match against Essex in 
1965, Alan Smith was the cap- 
tain of Warwickshire, and also 
the team’s regular wicket 
keeper. In the second innings, 
when his main bowler injured 
his back, Alan Smith handed 
over his pads and gloves to Den- 
nis Amiss and started bowling! 
Smith took three wickets in three 
balls to perform a rare hat trick! 

played. Australia | 
scored a record break- 
ing432runsin50 overs. | 
South Africa 's reply ES 
wasequallygood.With § 
the help of a sparkling | 
century by Herschelle ۴ 
Gibbs, South Africa | ~ 
achieved the target | 
with one ball remain- | 
ing. | 


RAPE. ° i 
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for no sc 
This happened in the 
North of Scotland V 
League game at in May 
1964. The home team | 
scored a decent 145 runs for five 
Wickets. Then the Ross county |  Sachin Tend-ulkar (62 runs 
team stepped in to bat. Then it | 73 balls) helped India to win 
Wasataleofregulartrekkingback | the match. Clive Rice was the 
: | captain of South Africa. 
South Africa won the 3rd 
match in the series. 


When did South Africa re- 
turned to international 
cricket? 

After a long time South Af- 
rica marked their historic re- 
turn to international cricket 
with a One-day international 
against India in Kolkata, on 
November 10, 1991. They lost 
the match by three wickets. 
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CRICKET 


How did cricket come to In- 
dia? L - i 
The British brought cricket to ۱ 
India in the early 1 700, with the ۱ em t 
first cricket match being played Which players made upthi 
in 1721. In 1848, the Parsi com-  ; € famous Indian spin quartet? 
munity in Mumbai formed the 4 Thelndian spin quartet is the 
Oriental Cricket Club, the first collective name given to the 
cricket club to be established by ; famous Indian spin bowlers of 


Indians. After slow beginnings, ? the 1960's and 70's. Erapalli 
theParsis were eventually invited e PTS 


bytheEuropeanstoplayamatch dus, ee Muslims of Bombay 
in 1877. By 1912, the Parsis, Hin- played a quadrangular tourna- 
ELBETE en TE BE u.c L0 E he na C M Dec Rigi ane kia 
When did India play her first Test Match? 
India was invited into the Imperial Cricket 
| Council in 1926. She made her debut as a Test- 
cricket-playing-nation in England in 1932, led 
by CK Nayudu. The team was not strong in its 
| batting at this point, and went on to lose by 158 
runs. The Indian team continued to improve 
| throughout the 1930's and '40's, but did not 
| achieve an international victory during this pe- 
..| riod. The team's first series as an independent 

| country was in 1948 against Sir Donald 
««. Bradman’s Australia. Australia won the five- 
match series, 4-0. 

India recorded their first Test victory againd 
England at Madras in 1952. 


Tell Me Why 


Prasanna d Y TT 


ever, de four ih ved 4 
ghavan (both off spinners), together in the same match, | 


Bhagwat Subrama- 

nya Chandrasekhar 
(aleg spinner), and 
Bishen Singh Bedi 
(a left arm spinner). 


atches, taking 
round 800 wickets. 
hey were one of 
he most deadly 
ombinations in 


—- ا 


ره یھ ھی t‏ یی Da‏ یب DOPE‏ : 


ment with the Europeans every 
year. In the early 1900s, some In- 
dians went on to play for the En- 
glish cricket team. Some of these, 
such as Ranjitsinhji and KS 
Duleepsinhji were greatly appre- 
ciated by the British, and their 
names went on to be used for the 
Ranji Trophy and Duleep Trophy 
-two of the major domestic tour- 
naments in India. In 1911, an In- 
dian team went on their first offi- 
cial tour of England, but only 
played English county teams and 
not the English cricket team. 

What does the BCCI stands 
for? 

The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India, or BCCI, is the 


Cricket and World Cup 


C ( 


Bishen Singh! Pedi 


۳ a ra 


apex governing Bodyfor cred 
in India, and lays down its law. 
The Board, formed in 1929, is a 
society, registered under the 
Tamil Nadu Societies Registra- 
tion Act. It has the authority to 
select players, umpires, and of- 
ficials to represent the country 
in international events, and ex- 
ercises total control over them. 
Withoutits recognition, no com- 
petitive cricket involving Indian 
players can be hosted within, or 
outside the country. It is India's 
richest sporting body, and one 
ofthe richest sports bod- 

ies in the whole 

world. 
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| harajah of Patiala, donated the 

- first trophy. The first Ranji Tro- 
phy Championship was won by 
Bombay. 


Ranjitsinhjidid his higher stud- 
ies in Cambridge in England. It 
was there that he rose up in his 
cricketing career, and became a 
central figure in English cricket. 
Thus though considered the Fa- 
ther of Indian Cricket, Singh did 
not play for India. 

Which are the major cricket 
tournaments in India? 

1. Ranji Trophy, 2۰۱۲۵۲۱۱ Trophy, 
3. Duleep Trophy, 4. Deodhar 
Trophy, 5. Wizzy Trophy, 6. C.K. 
Nayudu Trophy. 


Duleep Trophy is named 


What is the Ranji Trophy? alter Duleepsinhé 


The Ranji Trophy is a domestic 
first-class cricket championship 
played in India between differ- 
entcity and state sides. The com- 
petition is named after Kumar 
Shri Ranjitsinhji, also known as 
‘Ranji’. It was launched as ‘The 
Cricket Championship of India' 
& following a meeting of the 
| Board of Control for Cricket in 
_ IndiainJuly 1934, with the first 
ites, doxing place i in 1 1934- 


1912 Triangular TOURER: a 
Test cricket tournament played 
in England between all three Test 
playing nations at the time: En- 
gland, Australia and South Africa. 
The event was not a success be- 
cause the summer was excep- 
tionally wet, making play diffi- 
culton damp uncovered pitches, 
and attendances were poor. 

In the early 1960s, English 
county cricket teams began play- 
ingashortened version ofcricket, 
which only lasted for one day. 
The first One-day International 
- event was played on the fifth day 
_ of arain-aborted Test match be- 
_tween England and Australia at 
_ Melbournein 1971,tofillthetime 
available, and as compensation 
or the frustrated crowd. The suc- 
cess and popularity of the do- 
mestic One-day competitions in 
England and other parts of the 


"The Bufotiansi Cricket Coun- 
cil '5 executive committee votes 
for the hosts of the tournament 
after examining the bids made 
by the nations keen to hold a 
Cricket World Cup. England 
hosted the first three competi- 
tions. The ICC decided that En- 
gland should host the first tour- 
nament because it was ready to 
devote the resources required to 
organising the inaugural event. 
India volunteered to host the 
third Cricket World Cup, but most 
ICC members believed England 
to be a more suitable venue, be- 
cause the longer period of day- 
light in England in June meant 
thata match could be completed 
in one day. 


Why were the first three 
world cup matches called Pru- 
dential Cup? 

The inaugural Cricket World 
Cup was hosted in 1975 by En- 
gland. The first three tourna- 
ments were held in England, and 


West Indies captain Clive Lloyd 
with the1979 Prudential Cup 


officially known as the Pruden- 
tial Cup after the sponsors, the 
Prudential Insurance Company. 
Eight teams participated in the 
, first tournament - Australia, En- 
! gland, the West Indies, Pakistan, 
India, and New Zealand (the six 
Testnationsatthetime),together 
with Sri Lanka and a composite 
teamfrom East Africa. WestIndies 
defeated Australia by 17 runs in 
the final at Lord's. 


| 


Who won the second Worlc 
Cup Tournament? 

The 1979 World Cup saw the 
introduction of the ICC Trophy 
competition to select non-Tes 
playing teams for the World Cug 
with Sri Lanka and Canada quali 
fying. West Indies won a seconc 
consecutive World Cup tourna 
ment, defeating England by 92 
runsinthe final. At their meeting 
which followed the World Cup 
the International Cricket Confer 
ence agreed to make the compe 
tition a quadrennial event. 

What new changes were in: 
troduced to the 1983-Worlc 
Cup? 

The 1983 event was hosted by 
England for a third consecutive 
time. By this time, Sri Lanka hac 
become a Test playing nation 


E "E "- 


oe Dey. with, 


Alan Border after موس درم‎ 
the Reliance Cup 1987. 


and Zimbabwe qualified through 
the ICC Trophy. A fielding circle 
was introduced, 30 yards away 
from the stumps. Four fieldsmen 
needed to be inside it at all times. 

When was the World Cup 
tournament held outside En- 
gland for the first time? 

The 1987 tournament was held 
inIndiaand Pakistan, the first time 


an Sharma of India be- 
rst bowler to geta 


st New Zealand. 


the CS ion has been held 
outside England. This World Cup 
was known as Reliance Cup. The 


games were reduced from 60 to 
O.overs per innings, the current 


* continent, as compared to En- 


Sdaylight hours " the Indian sub- - 


pionship by defeating England 
by 7 runs inthe final, the closest 
margin ever in World Cup final 
history. 

When did the flood light 
cricket first appeared in a 
World Cup? 

The 1992 World Cup, held in 
Australia and New Zealand, in- 
troduced many changes to the 
game, such as coloured cloth- 
ing, white balls, day/night 
matches, and an alteration to 
the fielding restrictions. The 
South African cricket team par- 
ticipated in the event for the 
first time, following the fall of 
the apartheid regime, and the 
end of the international sports 
boycott. Pakistan overcame a 
dismal start to emerge as win- 
ners, defeating England by 22 
runs in the final. 


Imran Khan led Pakistan to World 
Cup victory in 1992. 


A ASIAN, 


Sri Lanka won the World Cup 
in 1996. 


Why was the 1996 World Cup 
Semifinal victory 'awarded' to 
Sri Lanka? 

The 1996 championship was 
held in the Indian subcontinent 
for a second time, with the inclu- 
sion of Sri Lanka as host for some 
of its group stage matches. Inthe 
semi-final, Sri Lanka, headed to- 
wards acrushing victory over 
India at Eden Gardens 
(Calcutta) aftertheirhosts ^ 


۳ oo ETT 
ES 


lost eight wickets while ۲ 
scoring 120 runs in pur- \. 
suit of 254. Sri Lanka was 
awarded victory by 

default after ri- 
ots broke out in 
protest against 
the Indian per- 
formance. Sri 
Lanka went on 
to win their 
maiden World 
Cup champion- 
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B the 1999 title. 


ahore, by defeating Aus- 
alia in the final by seven wick- 
ets. 

Which World Cup saw the 
event returning to England? 

In 1999, the World Cup re- 
turned to England, with some 
matches also being held in Scot- 
land, Ireland, and the Nether- 
lands. Australia qualified for the 
final after reaching their target in 
their Super Six match against 
South Africa off the final over of 
the match. They reached the fi- 
nal after a tie inthe semifinal (also 
against South Africa). In the final, 
Australia dismissed Pakistan for 
132, and then reached their tar- 
get in less than 20 overs, with 
eight wickets in hand. 

Which World Cup saw Kenya 
reach the semifinal? 

South Africa, 
Zimbabwe and 
Kenya hosted 
the 2003 World 
Cup. The num- 
ber of teams 
participating in 
the event in- 
creased from 
twelve to four- 
teen. Kenya's 


Tell Me Why, 


Steve Waugh's 
Australia won 


V inst Sri. 
Lanka and Zimba- 
- bwe, anda forfeit by 
the New Zealand 
team, whichrefused 
to play in Kenya due 
to security reasons, 
enabled Kenya to 
reach the semi fi- 
. nals, where they lost to India. In 

thefinal, Australia made 359runs 
for the loss of two wickets, the 
largest ever total in a final, to de- 
feat India by 125 runs. 


Which all teams have to go 
through qı m" ones to 
play in the World C up 


The Test- es nations and 
ODI-playing nations qualify au- 
tomatically for the World Cup fi- 
nals, while the other teams have 
to go through a series of prelimi- 
nary qualifying tournaments. 
Qualifying tournaments were in- 
troduced for the second World 
Cup, where two of the eight 
places in the finals were awarded 
to the leading teams in the ICC 
Trophy. The number of teams se- 
lected through the ICC Trophy 
has varied throughout the years. 
Currently, six teams are selected 
for the Cricket World Cup. 


Cricket and World Cup 


Ansalan captain 
Ricky Ponting with the 
2003World Cup Trophy 


Australia, South Af- 
rica, India, Sri Lanka, 
Pakistan, West 


Indes, England, New 
Zealand, Zimba- 
bwe, Bangladesh are the ten Test 
playing nations which have au- 
tomatically qualfied to play the 
World Cup. Kenya, The Nether- 


mm Tendulakr won 'The Player 
of the Tournament' award in the 
2003 World Cup. He receives the 
trophy from the legentary cric k- 
eter Sir Garry Sobers. 


lands, Bermuda, Scotland, 
Canada and Ireland came 
through qualifying rounds.. 
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The ICC Cricket World Cup Trophy is presented 
to the winners of the World Cup finals. The current 
trophy was created for the 1999 championships, 
and was the first permanent prize in the 
tournament's history. Prior to this, different tro- 
phies were made for each World Cup. The current 
trophy is made from silver and gold, and features 
a golden globe held up by three silver columns 
The columns, shaped as stumps, and bails, repre 
sent the three fundamental aspects of cricket- bat- 
ting, bowling, and fielding. The globe characterises 
a cricket ball. It stands 60 cms high, and weighs 
approximately 11 kilos. The names of the previous 

‘winners are engraved on the base of the trophy 

pace fora total of ue یر‎ The 


permanent memento to the winning team. 

„ Whois Mello? 

The event mascot for the Cricket World Cup 0 
2007 is a teenage character called Mello who em 
bodies the carefree lifestyle of the region. The 
mascot resembles an orange rac- ® 

Mello 


coon-like creature and is shown 
wearing a blue short-sleeved shirt 
overawhite vest and blue canvas 
shoes. Mello stands with crossed 
legs, and tosses a white ballin the 
air, while leaning on a cricket bat. 


Who is playing for India in the 2007 World Cup? 


M.S. Dhoni . RobinUthappa Dinesh Karthik 


= E m y » 1 
Anil Kumble Harbhajan Singh Ajith Agarkar Irfan Pathan 


" s 
۱ a 


5 3. Zaheer Khane xs Munaf Patel . *s Sreesanth og M 
^ Les T "^". At. V M cs 
» AA pr en =e 


zu 


Tue 

Wed 14 Mar 
Thu 15 Mar 
Fri 16 Mar 
Sat 17 Mar | 
Ø Sun 18 Mar 
Mon 19 Mar 
Tue 20 Mar 


Wed 21 Mar | 
| Thu 22 Mar | 
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Australia vs Scotland 

South Africa vs The Netherlands 
Australia vs The Netherlands 
South Africa vs Scotland 
Scotland vs The Netherlands ٠ 


Australia vs South Africa 


رهب عم 


Al vs C2 


` SEMI FINAL 1 a o 
Jamaica Tue 24 Apr 
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Sri Lanka vs Bermuda 


India vs Bangladesh 


India vs Bermuda 


Sri Lanka vs Bangladesh 
India vs Sri Lanka 


Bermuda vs Bangladesh j 
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B2 vs A2 
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oh ak Sa sie 


SEMI FINAL 2 


St Lucia Wed 25 Apr 
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Kenya vs Canada 
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England vs Canada 


. England vs New Zealand 


New Zealand vs Kenya 


England vs Kenya 


New Zealand vs Canada 


Al vs Bl 


DI vs Bl 


Al vs Cl 
D2 vs C2 


| Group D Jamai 


West Indies vs Ium 
Zimbabwe vs Ireland 
Pakistan vs Ireland 

West Indies vs Zimbabwe 


Zimbabwe vs Pakistan 


West Indies vs Ireland 


Al vs DI 


B2 vs DI 


A2 vs C2 


D2 vs B2 
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How are we able to hear the 
sea in a seashell? 
„When we hold a seashell upto 
ı our ear, we hear a sound similar 
= to waves crashing on the beach. 
_ Sadly, it isn't really the sea. You 
are actually hearing the sounds 
inside your own body! All sounds 


move through the air on vibra- 
tions of air called sound waves. 
We can't see sound waves mov- 
ing, but even the tiniest sounds 
being madeinaroomcreate their 
ownsound waves. Blood is always 
flowing around inside your head. 
There is air too, of course, in the 
spiral cavity inside the seashell, 
and when sound waves of blood 
circulation enter, they make this 
air vibrate as they bounce back- 
wards and forwards off the inner 
walls of the seashell. The result is 
a deep rumbling sound from the 
air, whichis resounding inside the 
seashell. This sound reminds us 
of the sound of waves beating on 
a shore. Large shells will produce 
lower tones, while smaller shells 
produce higher tones. 
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